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To  Floy 

I  fell  under  her  spell 

On  the  campus  of  Pasadena  College 

In  1939 

And  I  have  never  been  able 

To  get  over  it, 

Though,  honestly,  I  cannot  remember  ever 

Trying  very  hard. 


Foreword 

One  cannot  study  the  record  of  the  early  Christian 
Church,  nor  write  on  either  witnessing  or  the  person  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  being  brought  under 
a  very  deep  sense  of  conv^iction.  At  but  few  other  points 
does  one  feel  so  very  keenly  his  own  inadequacy  and 
need,  or  become  so  aware  that  he  is  a  mere  beginner  in 
spiritual  matters  that  matter  most. 

As  you  read  these  pages,  be  assured  that  the  author 
walks  through  them  with  you,  sharing  your  shortcom- 
ings and  failures. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  make  a  strong  case  for  one 
method — to  show  its  potential  and  advantages — without 
seeming  at  the  same  time  to  belittle  or  criticize  other 
methods.  If  I  have  failed  of  clarity  at  this  point  in  the 
book  itself,  let  me  affirm  my  personal  persuasions  now. 

1.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  revival  meetings  and 
evangelistic  campaigns.  There  has  never  been  a  great 
spiritual  awakening  without  mass  evangelism  being  a 
major  factor.  Many  of  us  would  not  be  Christians  today 
without  such  efforts.  Revival  campaigns,  with  victorious 
altar  scenes  both  during  and  between  revivals,  are  not 
only  an  important  part  of  our  history,  but  shall  be  a  vital 
part  of  our  future. 

2.  We  yet  shall  see  greater  revivals  than  any  known 
previously.  My  persuasion  in  this  i.^:  strengthened  by  the 
belief  that  increasingly  the  church  will  gird  itself  for  per- 
.sonal  evangelism,  and  that  each  of  us  as  Christians  will 
seek  more  and  more  to  be  a  witness  unto  Him.  If  we  will — 
and  I  believe  we  will — out  of  this  constant  witnessing  will 
spring  greater  revivals  and  .successful  evangelistic  cam- 
paigns. 

We  must  recognize  and  confess  our  great  need  of 
spiritual   awakening   within   the   church,   our   individual 


responsibility  for  the  lost,  and  the  necessity  of  a  new  in- 
vasion of  our  personal  lives  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

If  we  can  have  this — and  pray  God  we  will — our  fu- 
ture is  rich  and  the  fields  will  be  harvested. 

The  purpose  of  this  book  has  been  to  help  you,  as 
an  individual  Christian,  see  how  you  can  be  a  more  ef- 
fective witness  for  Christ.  Since  we  have  not  attempted 
to  prove  points,  we  have  refrained  from  the  use  of  nu- 
merous quotations. 

I  appreciate  the  kindness  of  the  following  publishers 
in  granting  permission  for  the  three  quotations  which  we 
have  used:  the  Evangelical  Alliance  Mission,  the  Mac- 
millan  Company,  and  Fleming  H.  Revell. 
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Introduction 

We  as  Christians  believe  that  a  person  finds  Christ 
as  Saviour  and  Lord  through  a  definite  experience.  The 
only  way  we  know  to  bring  this  to  pass  in  a  human  heart 
is  through  evangelism.  As  such,  this  book  deals  with  a 
central  theme.  Evangelism,  either  mass  or  personal, 
brought  us  to  Christ  and  the  church.  For  evangelism, 
then,  we  as  individuals  are  grateful,  and  because  of  our 
gratitude  we  can  read  this  book  with  its  inspirational 
instruction  and  challenge  so  that  we  personally  can  do 
unto  others  as  has  been  done  unto  us. 

The  author  has  written  well.  His  message  is  clear 
and  the  truth  he  presents  is  forceful  and  gripping  upon 
the  heart.  In  the  first  chapter  he  does  "trouble"  the 
reader's  heart,  but  as  we  read  on  through  the  book  he 
challenges  all  to  win  souls. 

This  book  will  be  of  personal  profit  to  all  who  read 
it.  It  will  enrich  the  lives  of  all  who  obey  it.  It  will 
advance  the  kingdom  of  God  through  those  who  in  the 
inspiration  of  its  truth  go  out  to  win  others  to  Christ. 

V.  H.  Lewis 

General    Superintendent 


Chapter  I 

Let  Your  Heart  Be  Troubled 

We  ought  to  obey  God  (Acts  5:29). 

"Where  is  my  dad?" 

Thus  questioned  a  teen-age  girl  rising  from  an  altar 
of  repentance  and  forgiveness.  The  very  first  impulse 
of  this  newborn  Christian  was  to  find  her  unchristian 
father  and  witness  to  him. 

A  man  stood  in  a  Sunday  morning  service  to  testify. 
"Three  weeks  ago  one  of  the  couples  of  this  church  called 
at  our  home  and  talked  to  my  family  and  me  about  Christ 
and  the  church.  Now  my  three  children,  my  wife,  and  I 
all  are  Christians  and  ready  to  become  members  of  this 
church  today.  My  heart  is  full,  and  I  wish  I  could  find 
words  to  tell  the  church,  especially  this  young  couple, 
how  deeply  my  family  appreciate  the  love  and  concern 
that  prompted  them  to  come  to  our  home  and  talk  to 
us.  Now  I  am  anxious  to  tell  my  friends,  my  relatives 
and  to  win  all  I  can  to  this  joy  and  peace  that  I  have 
found." 

The  natural  impulse  of  any  new  Christian!  Urgent 
desire  to  tell  the  good  news  of  what  has  happened  to 
him!  Anxious  to  tell  others  of  his  wonderful  Lord!  The 
woman  leaving  the  well  to  tell  many  others  that  same 
day  about  Christ  pictures  what  the  new  Christian  always 
feels  like  doing.   Even  if  he  does  it  not! 

A  Saul,  become  Paul,  typifies  this  striving  for  ex- 
pression of  an  inexpressible  yearning.  Encouraged  by 
the  crowd  behind  him,  he  had  breathed  out  threatenings 
against  the  apostates  from  Judaism.  Misplaced  zeal  and 
anger  drove  him  urgently  on  to  imprison  and  to  kill. 
Now,  suddenly  through  God's  grace  become  Paul,  he 
turns    to    those    behind    him    who    had    encouraged    his 
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crusade  against  Christ  and  Christians,  and  sobs  out  of 
a  bursting  heart,  "I  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing 
me  witness  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  I  have  great  heavi- 
ness and  continual  sorrow  in  my  heart.  For  I  could  wish 
that  myself  were  accursed  from  Christ  for  my  brethren, 
my  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh"    (Romans  9:1-3). 

This  was  your  experience  also.  You  too  have  felt 
with  Paul  a  burden  so  urgent  that  you  would  almost  be 
willing  to  be  banished  from  Christ  forever  if  it  could 
mean  that  your  loved  ones  would  be  saved. 

You  can  recall  that  impulse  which  accompanied  your 
first  experience  with  Christ — the  impulse  to  tell  of  His 
love.  You  felt  like  that  fine  colored  boy  who,  finding 
Christ's  forgiveness  and  accompanying  joy,  enthusias- 
tically said,  "No  one's  eber  gonna'  hear  de  last  of  dis!" 

And  you  meant  it!  You  felt  you  nev^er  again  would 
know  an  hour  but  what  His  praise  would  be  on  your 
lips.    You  would  not  fail  to  be  His  witness! 

But,  alas!  You  have  failed.  Your  failure  bothered 
you  greatly  at  first,  but  gradually  you  have  become 
rather  accustomed  to  it.  Still,  down  deep  in  your  heart 
you  are  troubled;  a  sort  of  feeling  that  you  have  let  Christ 
down  and  missed,  thus  far,  life's  Christian  best. 

A  great  church  leader  stood  at  the  close  of  a  ban- 
quet. There  was  no  main  speaker — just  a  group  of 
young  people,  and  young  adults,  who  had  been  trying 
to  win  souls.  They  told  experiences  of  recent  months: 
a  few  victories,  many  defeats.  Fears  and  failures  were 
humbly  confessed.  There  had  been  just  enough  victories 
to  bring  encouragement. 

Then  this  leader  stood — voluntarily.  He  started  to 
speak,  but  his  voice  choked  with  emotion  and  his  hand- 
some head  bowed  while  tears  rolled.  Finally,  with  great 
difficultj^  he  spoke,  "Many  years  ago,  during  the  first 
years  I  was  a  Christian,  I  did  what  you  have  been  talk- 
ing about.  I  made  it  a  practice  to  speak  to  my  friends 
and   relatives   about   Christ.    Occasionally,   when    I   had 
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opportunity,  I  spoke  to  strangers  in  depots,  bus  stations, 
or  wherever  I  went." 

There  was  silence  again.  More  tears.  He  continued, 
"But  someway,  somehow,  I  got  away  from  it.  For  twenty- 
five  years  now  I  have  not  done  much  of  this  kind  of 
work.  I  have  been  so  busy  in  God's  work  that  I  have 
neglected  the  most  important  part  of  His  work.  I  feel 
deeply  convicted.  I  have  missed  so  many  souls.  No 
doubt,  because  of  my  failure,  many  souls  have  missed 
Christ's  peace,  and  heaven.  I  can't  make  up  for  lost 
years,  but  I  promise  my  God  now  that  with  His  help 
I  shall  be  a  witness  the  rest  of  my  life." 

No  comment  is  needed.  You  understand  such  failure. 
You  move  into  line  with  him,  with  head  bowed.  The  line 
grows.  It  includes  both  the  laity  and  the  ministry,  the 
young  and  the  old — a  troubled  line. 

Did  we  not  all  start  out  with  this  same  impulse? 

Sometimes  we  ministers,  in  telling  stories  of  vic- 
tories in  personal  evangelism,  may  have  left  the  impres- 
sion of  a  chain  of  successes,  seldom  blighted  by  mistakes 
or  failures.  Perhaps  we  would  have  helped  you  more 
had  we  interspersed  our  stories  of  victories  with  a  sam- 
pling of  the  mistakes  and  failures  which  accompany  this 
work.  But — all  of  that  aside — you  still  feel  that  you 
should  have  been  able  to  win  a  few,  just  a  few,  regard- 
less of  fears  and  inabilities.  A  few!  And  that  troubles 
you. 

You  shrink  from  stories  of  people  being  led  to  Christ 
on  planes,  trains,  in  public  places,  where  public  demon- 
stration followed.  You  cannot  picture  yourself  in  such 
a  spectacle.  You  know  there  is  no  reason  why  a  Christian 
should  not  be  able,  on  appropriate  opportunity,  to  wit- 
ness to  another  on  a  plane  or  a  train,  and  even  to  win 
him  to  Christ.  You  just  feel  it  probably  would  be  done 
in  quietness  and  privacy  of  conversation,  without  creating 
an  embarra.ssing  situation  either  for  the  person  you 
sought  to  win  or  for  others. 
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But  even  while  you  pull  away  from  such  stories  of 
public  display  you  still  feel  uneasy  and  guilty  because 
you  have  so  seldom,  if  ever,  used  such  opportunities  for 
quiet  witnessing,  to  say  nothing  of  leading  that  person 
to  Christ.  You  are  disturbed,  for  not  only  have  you 
avoided  the  public  spectacle;  you  have  also  evaded  the 
private  opportunity. 

How  often  your  soul  has  leaped  expectantly  with 
the  words  of  Daniel,  "They  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
ness [shall  shine]  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever"!  But 
conviction  followed  the  hope,  for  while  you  were  in- 
terested in  the  prize,  you  shrank  from  the  price. 

Even  the  quiet  hour  alone  with  God's  Word  has 
served  to  add  occasionally  to  your  already  troubled 
heart.  You  have  been  grieved  again  and  again  as  you 
have  seen  the  great  gap  between  what  the  experience 
of  Pentecost  is  promised  to  be  in  your  life  and  the  actual 
experience  of  your  life.  A  testimony  of  being  completely 
consecrated  to  His  possession  is  readily  rebuked  by  the 
lack  of  evidence  that  one  is  truly  consecrated  to  His 
service.  Your  deeper  heart  admits,  in  its  reflective  mo- 
ments, that  a  real  consecration  should  be  made  manifest 
by  an  increasingly  effective  service — at  least  in  the  matter 
of  witnessing.  The  whitened  harvest  fields  distress  you. 
The  sparsity  of  laborers  disturbs  you.  How  many  friends, 
relatives,  and  associates  you  have  who  know  not  Christ; 
the  people  with  whom  you  daily  work;  those  whose  lives 
you  cross  weekly!  How  few  of  them  ever  attend  your 
church,  even  your  revival  meetings! 


Beyond  and  Between  Revivals 

You  may  have  heard  a  few  persons  run  down  evan- 
gelistic campaigns  as  a  sound  method  of  evangelism. 
Perhaps  they  belittled  the  results,  questioned  the  long- 
range  impact,  and  labeled  it  as  an  outmoded  technique. 
And  you  did  not  like  it;   for  while  you  were  aware  of 
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the  many  apparent  failures,  you  could  also  point  to  many 
— perhaps  even  yourself  or  your  family — who  had  been 
won  to  Christ  through  this  method. 

But  still  you  cannot  escape  the  fact  that  almost  none 
of  those  who  should  be  on  your  prayer  list  ever  attend 
the  evangelistic  services  in  your  church.  If  their  only 
hope  is  to  be  reached  by  this  method,  then  there  just  is 
not  much  hope!  You  feel  that  your  responsibility  to 
them  goes  farther  than  you  have  yet  gone. 

A  genuine  Christian,  with  an  evangelistic  heart,  is 
interested  in  all  possible  means  of  winning  persons  to 
Christ.  He  impatiently  shrugs  aside  all  limiting  arguments 
and  says  with  Paul,  "By  all  means  save  some."  You  cer- 
tainly are  not  interested  in  trying  to  substitute  personal 
evangelism  for  revivals  or  evangelistic  campaigns.  You 
only  recognize  that  revival  campaigns  cannot  be  substi- 
tuted for  your  personal  responsibility  in  evangelism. 

There  is  a  subtle  little  excuse  for  failure  which 
parades  under  a  guise  of  humility:  "I  don't  want  to 
have  to  tell  people  I  am  a  Christian.  I  just  want  to  live 
the  life  before  them  so  that  they  will  know,  and  become 
hungry  to  know  Christ.  By  God's  help  I  want  to  let  my 
light  shine." 

But  you  have  never  been  really  comfortable  with 
that  testimony.  It  smacks  of  complacency  and  is  more 
a  cloak  of  defeat  than  desire.  What  greater  shining  of 
light  than  turning  souls  to  righteousness?  According  to 
Daniel,  those  who  win  souls  are  the  ones  whose  lights 
really  shine. 

To  be  sure,  the  words  of  your  lips  must  be  solidly 
backed  with  the  walk  of  your  life.  There  is,  indeed,  the 
witness  of  a  devout  life. 

You  find  yourself  hoping  that  no  one  puts  you  to 
the  test  of  the  two  most  embarrassing  questions  that  can 
be  put  to  a  Christian:  (1)  How  long  has  it  been  since 
you  personally  led  a  person  to  Christ?     (2)    How  long 
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has  it  been  since  you  tried?  And  it  is  the  second  question 
that  really  troubles  you. 

You  have  tried  again  and  again  to  shake  loose  from 
your  shackles  and  start  out  to  be  a  witness  for  Christ. 
Your  desire  was  real.  Your  intentions  were  good.  You 
tried.  But — .  How  often  you  intended  to  speak  with  that 
workman  by  your  side,  even  went  to  see  someone  with 
the  purpose  of  talking  to  him  about  his  need  of  Christ — 
then  backed  away  without  ever  bringing  up  the  matter 
at  all!  Failure!  Distressing  failure!  Let  him  who  has 
never  failed  this  way  hurl  his  stones.  The  rest  of  us 
stand  to  receive  them,  for  they  hurt  less  than  the  shame 
of  our  failure  v;hich  we  have  known,  not  once,  but  times 
too  embarrassing  to  enumerate. 

Let  the  blustering  and  the  bold  accuse  you  of  carnal 
fear  or  of  being  ashamed  of  Christ.  You  will  half  agree 
with  them,  and  that  adds  to  the  trouble.  Yet  deep  in 
your  heart  you  know  you  are  not  really  ashamed  of  Jesus, 
although  you  cannot  satisfactorily  explain  your  fears  and 
your  failures. 

At  times  you  can  feel  quite  comfortable  in  the  idea 
that  you  really  are  not  supposed  to  have  to  win  souls. 
That  is  what  the  ministers  are  paid  to  do!  But  your 
complacency  does  not  last  long,  for  you  really  know  that 
one  cannot  buy  substitutes  in  this  spiritual  warfare,  as 
some  were  once  able  to  do  in  military  conflict. 

Beyond  Contacts 

There  have  been  a  few  times  when  you  have  banded 
your.sclf  with  others  in  your  church  to  do  something 
about  this  matter  of  personal  evangeli.sm.  With  high 
hopes  you  entered  for  a  few  weeks  into  a  visitation  cam- 
paign. But  somehow  it  turned  out  to  be  only  an  invita- 
tion for  attendance,  to  solicit  their  help  in  breaking  a 
record,  winning  a  contest,  or  reaching  a  quota  or  goal. 
So  you  soon  quit  going  altogether,  for  you  had  proved 
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once  again  that  golden  conduct  and  results  can  never 
come  from  leaden  motives.  Each  of  these  may  have  its 
place  in  the  outreach  of  the  church,  but  they  must  not 
be  substituted  for  a  further  step  of  personal  evangelism. 

You  have  a  feeling  that  you  will  never  be  able  to 
win  people  assigned  to  you  until  you  first  learn  some- 
thing more  of  God's  larger  and  deeper  assignment,  to 
he  a  witness  day  hy  day  in  the  normal  opportunities  of 
life.  You  will  want  to  do  everything  possible  in  inviting 
people  to  church,  for  this  is  a  vital  and  necessary  part  of 
contact  evangelism.  But  your  hope,  in  some  cases,  is  to 
go  farther  than  that. 

Perhaps  you  have  been  quite  distressed  at  some 
rather  unreasonable  demands  made  in  this  matter — un- 
reasonable as  regards  time,  home  life,  ability,  and  ex- 
perience. But  still,  there  must  surely  be  some  reasonable 
expression  of  your  desire  and  responsibility  to  be  a 
witness. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  laymen  to  think  ministers  can 
best  do  this  work,  and  for  ministers  to  say  that  laymen 
can  best  do  it.   But,  really,  all  of  us  can  do  it. 

The  minister  who  earnestly  tries,  out  of  a  warm 
heart,  to  win  others  in  personal  evangelism  never  finds 
his  ministry  an  obstacle,  and  certainly  laymen  are  never 
hindered  by  not  being  ministers.  Those  who  are  not 
Christians  seem  to  intuitively  know  that  making  Christ 
known  to  others  should  be  every  Christian's  job. 

So  you  are  troubled!  You  feel  ashamed  and  guilty 
because  of  your  failure  in  this  most  important  of  all  mat- 
ters. What  can  you  do?  You  have  tried.  You  want  to 
be  a  .soul  winner.  Deep  in  your  heart  there  is  no  greater 
hunger  or  desire  than  to  be  u.sed  of  God,  to  win  others 
to  Him.  But  still  you  fail!  You  keep  quiet!  You  do 
not  speak!  You  do  not  witness!  Perhaps  by  this  time 
you  are  in  deep  bondage  to  that  guilty  feeling  occasioned 
by  the  great  gap  between  what  you  are  and  do,  in  con- 
trast to  what  you  feel  God  wants  you  to  be  and  do. 
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Worried  by  the  Word 

You  go  to  God's  Word  to  find  help  in  this  matter. 
You  stand  with  the  disciples  and  share  in  their  amaze- 
ment as  they  receive  the  greatest  assignment  ever  given 
to  man. 

The  age  of  Jesus  and  the  Early  Church  was  one  of 
corruption  that  surpasses  even  the  conditions  of  our  own 
age.  The  high  symbolism  of  sacrifice  had  been  swal- 
lowed up  in  selfishness,  cheap  money-changing,  and 
thievery.  Priests  could  be  bought  with  money  and  hesi- 
tated not  to  perjure  themselves  if  it  served  their  own 
opinions  and  self-righteous  causes. 

Idolatry  was  in  the  saddle  outside  Jerusalem. 
Drunken  orgies  paraded  under  the  guise  of  religion,  and 
there  was  no  embarrassment  when  both  people  and 
priest  drunkenly  staggered  from  the  sanctuary.  Ihside 
the  temple  women  sold  themselves  as  part  of  religious 
ceremonies.  Any  god  would  do — even  an  unknown  god. 
Life  was  cheap.  Pleasure  and  lust  were  supreme.  Sin 
was  a  frivolous  interlude,  the  right  of  all.  The  religion 
of  the  temples  made  men  bestial  and  preyed  on  women. 

To  buck  all  of  this  was  a  thought  that  never  entered 
anyone's  mind.   It  would  be  suicidal! 

Indeed  it  was  suicidal.  Christ  knew  it  and  tried  to 
warn  His  followers  that  it  would  be. 

The  Christian's  Commission 

Behold  a  bewildering  sight!  Jesus  stands  with  a 
little  band  of  people.  He  turns  their  faces  toward  that 
corrupt  world  and  says,  "Go,  win  that  world  to  Me. 
Make  disciples  everywhere." 

What  a  startled  ga.sp  answered  that  assignment!  With 
what  amazement  they  looked  at  one  another!  "Does  He 
mean  us?  Does  He  mean  that  we  are  to  try  to  witness 
to  a  world  like  that?    Does  He  mean  to  imply  that  He 
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thinks  we  could  actually  win  people  like  that  to  Christ 
and  righteousness?" 

So  their  protests  stumbled  one  over  the  other.  And 
who  could  blame  them?  After  all,  they  were  few  in 
number.    Perhaps  120  at  the  most. 

And  the  size  was  not  the  only  thing.  They  were 
just  ordinary  men,  from  common  walks  of  life — fisher- 
men, tax  collectors.  So  obscure,  in  fact,  that  even  now 
we  do  not  know  the  vocations  of  many  of  them.  Ordinary 
homes.  Ordinary  backgrounds.  With  a  few  exceptions 
their  parents'  names  are  unknown  to  us.  Uneducated 
men,  largely,  without  political  pull  or  favor. 

*'But,  Lord,  we  can't!  We  wish  we  could — but  we 
can't.  We  are  miserable  failures,  even  with  You  as  our 
Leader.  Don't  You  recall  the  shame  of  our  desertion? 
The  blasphemy  of  our  denial?  The  selfishness  of  our 
motiv^es?  We  are  weak — little — have  no  power  or  ability 
for  such  an  assignment." 

Power  for  the  Task 

"I  know.  I  know  you  speak  the  truth.  How  well  I 
know  your  weaknesses,  your  failures!  But  I  have  chosen 
you,  the  weak  and  ignorant,  to  glorify  God,  to  spread 
the  good  news,  and  to  confound  the  wise.  Men  shall  see 
and  know  that  this  is  more  than  man  working  for  God. 
They  shall  see  God  working  through  man.  'Ye  shall 
receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon 
you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me.'  " 

There  is  a  hush  on  your  heart  as  you  follow  this 
small  band  to  the  Upper  Room  as  they  gather  to  pray. 
You  follow  to  the  door;  you  can't  go  inside.  You  wish 
now  that  you  could  know  the  content  of  those  prayers. 
That  they  were  largely  personal  and  deeply  heart-search- 
ing is  established  both  by  what  happened  and  by  the 
fact  that  none  of  the  writers  reported  them. 

Something  happened. 
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Out  of  the  room  they  came — the  same  band  of  people. 
But  what  a  difference!  Every  man  a  witness,  and  in  re- 
sponse to  their  witnessing,  men  cried  from  convicted 
hearts.   Wild  accusations  were  made,  and  denied. 

Simon  Peter  delivered  a  brief  message.  Thousands 
were  saved.  But  the  preaching  service  and  the  altar  call 
rolled  over  the  road  already  paved  by  the  120  personal 
witnesses. 

"Ye  shall  receive  power  ...  ye  shall  be  witnesses  .  .  ." 

With  all  of  their  witnessing  these  early  Christians 
did  not  bother  to  argue  or  testify  about  the  power.  It  was 
not  a  power  to  speak  about,  but  a  power  to  speak.  They 
already  had  a  message  to  proclaim.  Now  with  hearts 
cleansed  they  found  a  new  ix)wcr  to  proclaim  it.  The 
Holy  Spirit  demonstrated  His  power  through  these  sanc- 
tified lives.  Their  witnessing,  with  its  results,  was  proof 
enough  of  this  new  cleansing  Presence  and  His  power. 
No  oral  arguments  are  needed  when  this  is  present!  All 
oral  testimonies  sound  hollow  when  this  is  missing. 

Its  enemies  could  not  extinguish  the  fire  of  the 
gospel,  for  it  was  fueled  by  the  oil  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  nurtured  by  the  evangelistic  passion  of  each  Chris- 
tian. Every  attempt  by  its  enemies  to  dash  the  light  only 
resulted  in  spilling  the  oil  and  hastening  the  spread  of 
the  fire. 

Had  their  testimonies  been  limited  to  a  midweek 
church  service  there  could  not  have  been  a  record  so 
great.   So  today! 

Their  accomplishments  were  without  the  benefits  of 
special  campaigns  or  organization.  God,  through  His 
Spirit,  indwelt  the  hearts  of  His  people  and  there  was 
a  love,  a  fervor,  an  evangelistic  motive  that  found  a  way 
in  spite  of  weaknesses,  prejudices,  troubles,  and  lack  of 
organization. 

Harnessing  such  a  motive  and  pa.ssion  in  a  sound 
pattern  of  organized  campaign  would  no  doubt  be  better, 
but  there  must  be  something  to  harness. 
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The  strategy  of  a  war  of  containment  failed  completely. 
Witnessing  men  scaled  Lebanon's  mountains  and  crossed 
the  waters  of  the  Bosporus.  The  licentiousness  of  Thes- 
salonica,  the  debauchery  of  cultured  and  proud  Athens, 
the  vice  of  Corinth,  all  felt  the  impact  of  His  witnesses. 
While  riots  were  often  on  the  paths  ahead  of  them,  re- 
vivals were  usually  on  the  road  behind  them.  Men 
were  bothered  that  these  who  were  turning  the  world 
upside  down  were  coming  there  also. 

Method  and  Motivation 

God  moved  in  mysterious  ways  to  spread  this  wit- 
ness. He  hesitated  not  to  pull  a  layman  out  of  a  city 
revival  and  send  him  into  the  wilderness  to  intercept 
the  path  of  a  lone  man  from  Ethiopia  and  win  him  to 
Christ,  and  thus  gain  a  witness  to  the  south. 

He  would  allow  a  ship  to  be  wrecked,  followers  to 
be  imprisoned,  or  a  promising  young  man  to  be  stoned 
if  only  it  meant  that  the  witness  would  spread. 

And  spread  it  did!  From  about  120,  the  disciples 
numbered  within  60  years  a  half-million;  and  by  110 
years,  according  to  the  average  estimates,  they  had 
touched  their  known  world  for  Christ.  The  march  of  the 
gosp>el  on  the  shoulders  of  His  witnesses  was  so  steady 
and  relentless  that  finally  opposing  monarchs  cried  out 
in  distress,  "O  Galilean,  Thou  hast  conquered!" 

No  armies  with  heavy  equipment  accomplished  this. 
It  resulted  from  ordinary  men  and  women,  with  hearts 
made  holy,  having  an  inner  motivation  to  take  seriously 
Christ's  words,  "Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  .  .  ." 
everywhere. 

Tried  by  Fire 

We  are  prone  to  think  of  all  this  in  the  framework 
of  glory,  adventure,  and  an  enthusiastic  ciiisade.  We 
think  we  would  have  liked  the  privilege  of  living  then, 
and  there,  and  being  a  part  of  that  great  era  of  Christian 
accomplishment. 
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Not  so!  It  was  not  a  picnic,  just  as  Jesus  tried  to 
convince  His  followers  it  would  not  be.  The  price  was 
too  great  for  us  to  have  fitted  in  very  well. 

It  cost  something  then  to  be  a  witness.  Because  of 
their  faithfulness,  some  were  skinned  alive  or  thrown  into 
a  pot  of  boiling  oil,  crucified  upside  down,  flayed  alive, 
stoned  to  death,  or  beheaded.  Almost  all  of  the  leaders 
of  this  early  group  were  martyred  because  of  their  wit- 
nessing, and  we  can  only  guess  at  the  thousands  of  laymen 
who  died  because  of  the  word  of  their  testimony. 

Prescription  for  Progress 

Then  how  did  this  growth  come  about?  Our  normal 
answer  is  a  hasty  reference  to  the  thousands  converted 
on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  and  the  other  times  when  mul- 
titudes were  converted.  But  this  does  not  explain  it  all. 
Try  as  we  will,  we  can  account  for  only  a  few  thousands 
won  en  masse  on  these  great  days. 

The  3,000  converted  following  Peter's  brief  message 
on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  were  first  interested,  convicted, 
and  prepared  by  the  personal  witnessing  of  120  individ- 
uals. Most  of  those  who  were  won  after  that  came  either 
in  very  small  groups  or,  more  often,  one  by  one. 

They  did  not  seek  to  ease  their  task  by  going  to  the 
''powers  that  be"  to  ask  favors  or  alliances.  They  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  their  Master  in  that  they  did  not 
seek  seats  in  the  lobbies  of  the  Caesars.  They  did  not 
seem  to  feel  that  favorable  legislation  was  essential  to 
the  success  of  their  work,  nor  that  the  favor  of  corrupt 
politicians  would  be  an  asset  in  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  Christ.  They  had  learned  that  their  weapons  of 
warfare  were  not  carnal  (or  of  man),  but  the  very  might 
of  God  in  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds.  We  too  must 
learn  that! 

It  is  easier  to  analyze  and  report  their  motivation 
than  to  accept  and  adopt  their  method. 
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So  God's  Word  worries  you.  It  reveals  too  clearly 
the  passion  of  Christ,  the  plea  of  Christ,  the  procedure 
of  Christ,  and  the  practice  of  those  who  were  followers 
of  Christ  in  the  Early  Church. 

In  that  day  they  accepted  the  responsibility  given 
them  by  Christ  when  He  said,  "Ye  shall  be  witnesses 
unto  me,"  and  responded  to  His  command  to  seek  to 
win  men  to  Him  everywhere. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  Lord  expects 
both  ministry  and  laity  to  be  witnesses  in  this  day,  just 
as  He  did  in  that  day.  Education  or  lack  of  it,  talent  or 
its  absence,  age.  experience — none  of  these  made  a  dif- 
ference then  in  whether  or  not  one  was  to  be  a  witness. 
Neither  should  they  offer  us  an  excuse  now. 

Chain  Reaction 

Stephen,  a  young  layman,  could  not  be  tied  down 
to  just  the  daily  duties  assigned  to  him.  His  heart  was 
warm  and  he  wanted  to  be  a  witness.  His  witnessing 
got  him  killed,  but  it  also  gave  the  Holy  Spirit  a  chance 
to  bring  conviction  to  one  of  the  most  brilliant  men  in 
history — Saul  of  Tarsus.  Because  of  a  layman's  witness 
Paul  was  won.  and  all  who  shall  be  won  because  of 
Paul  cannot  now  be  counted,  for  the  work  is  still  going 
on.  Make  room  for  a  young  layman  when  you  get  ready 
to  present  trophies  to  Paul  because  of  the  great  line  of 
souls  that  have  been  won!  This  layman  must  stand  ahead 
of  Paul,  perhaps  nearer  to  the  highest  place  in  the  King- 
dom than  Paul. 

The  Lord  needs  the  individual  traits  of  ever\'  Chris- 
tian to  win  those  who  could  be  reached  in  no  other  way. 
A  church  officer  can  win  a  treasurer  from  Ethiopia; 
mothers  and  grandmothers  can  win  Timothys;  a  brother 
can  win  a  Simon  Peter;  with  racial  prejudice  burned 
out  by  the  fires  of  God,  that  same  Simon  Peter,  a  Jew, 
could  win  the  gentile,  Cornelius;  a  patient  named  Paul 
could    win    his  physician.    Dr.    Luke;    the    physician    in 
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turn  could  win  some  of  his  patients;  prisoners  could  win 
their  jailers,  as  well  as  fellow  prisoners.  All  kinds  of  peo- 
ple winning  all  kinds  of  people  in  all  kinds  of  places  and 
under  all  kinds  of  circumstances — that  is  the  Bible  record. 
How  contrastingly  dull  and  weak  our  own! 

The  Purpose  of  Pentecost 

The  coming  of  God's  Spirit  into  the  hearts  of  His 
children  does  not  consist  primarily  in  wrong  things  re- 
jected but  in  right  things  accepted.  As  you  search  God's 
Word  you  will  find  scarce  indications  of  things  you  will 
not  do  as  a  result  of  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  His 
fullness.  You  will  find  many  disturbing  words  as  to 
what  you   will  be  and   do. 

"Ye  shall  receive  power  ...  ye  shall  be  witnesses 
unto  me  .  .  ."  To  settle  for  anything  less  than  that,  no 
matter  how  externally  rigid,  is  a  lowering  of  the  standard. 
Christ's  own  description  of  the  judgment  for  professing 
Christians  mentions  not  a  single  wrong  thing  done — in 
every  instance,  a  right  thing  left  undone. 

We  have  used  this  story  of  the  Early  Church  to 
show  what  they  were  and  did  before  Pentecost  in  con- 
trast to  what  they  were  and  did  after  Pentecost.  And 
it  is  a  point  well  taken.  The  Holy  Spirit,  coming  in  His 
fullness,  made  possible  this  great  contrast. 

How  serious  the  implications  of  our  argument!  We 
too  claim  that  Upper  Room  experience.  We  testif\^  that 
the  same  Holy  Spirit  who  came  to  those  disciples  in 
fullness  has  come  to  us  in  fullness.  But  what  a  dif- 
ference! The  big  contrast  now  is  not  within  our  own 
lives  but  between  us  and  those  early  Christians— claim- 
ing the  same  experience. 

Perhaps  this  is  a  good  place  to  pray.  As  you  pray 
why  not  honestly,  frankly  a.sk  yourself,  "What  real  dif- 
ference is  there  in  my  life  rioir  from  what  it  was  before 
I  claimed  to  have  received  this  experience  of  the  fullness 
of  the  blessing?" 
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If  the  only  difference  is  to  be  found  in  a  few  things 
you  no  longer  do,  then  you  are  a  great  distance  below 
the  Upper  Room  they  knew. 

No  doubt  you  would  like  to  be  alone  in  your  humble 
heart-searching  before  God.  But  will  you  make  room 
for  others  to  join  you  in  prayer?  We  too  are  worried 
by  the  Word. 

Think  on  These  Things 

1.  Is  the  desire  to  witness  the  normal  desire  of  the 
new  Christian?    Why? 

2.  Recall  times  when  you  felt  you  should  witness  to 
someone  but  failed  to  do  it. 

3.  In  what  ways  may  witnessing  differ  from  a  reg- 
ular visitation  program? 

4.  Should  we  claim  the  promise  of  the  first  part  of 
Acts  1:  8  without  accepting  the  responsibility  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  verse? 

.Ms- 


8t   '^      ^ 
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^  t06. 
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Chapter  II 


Growing  in  Grace 


Perhaps  the  experience  of  one  man  would  be  true  of 
most.  He,  through  God's  Word  and  the  direct  dealing 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  became  convinced  that  all  Christians 
should  strive  to  win  others  to  Christ.  He  wanted  to  do 
it,  but  he  did  not  know  how  to  start.  He  was  timid  and 
afraid.  He  sought  help.  He  read  numerous  books  on 
soul  winning.  He  read  his  Bible,  much  more  than  ever 
before,  seeking  guidance  and  help.  He  talked  with  other 
Christians. 

He  traveled  many  miles  attending  conferences  on 
evangelism  of  several  denominations.  He  listened  with 
eager  heart  to  the  advice  and  exhortations  of  the  speak- 
ers. He  drank  in  their  stories  of  soul  winning.  He  marked 
his  Bible. 

All  of  this  served  to  add  fuel  to  a  growing  desire  to 
win  souls  but  did  not  suffice  to  move  him  into  the  field 
of  action.  The  harvest  beckoned.  His  desire  to  become 
a  laborer  was  very  great.  He  had  some  information  on 
how  to  go  about  the  harvest.    But  still  he  lingered. 

Finally,  in  spite  of  timidity  and  fear,  he  decided  to 
start  and  leave  his  fears,  timidities,  and  worries  to  the 
Lord.  It  was  not  easy.  Far  from  it!  But  he  started. 
When  he  made  that  fearful  start,  he  turned  a  corner  in 
his  life.  He  never  dreamed  such  a  rich  life  of  devotional 
development  and  joy  lay  around  that  corner. 

That  is  about  the  way  you  will  need  to  do  it.  Just 
start.  It  is  not  easy  to  start,  and  unless  you  start  soon 
you  may  never  do  it. 
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Still,  you  will  be  interested  in  knowing  some  of  the 
requisites  involved  as  you  engage  in  life's  most  impor- 
tant business — endeavoring  to  win  a  person  to  Christ. 

To  Be  a  Soul  Winner 
You  Must  Be  a  (Genuine  Christian , 

It  is  not  trite  to  mention  this.  It  must  be  listed,  and 
at  the  very  top  of  the  list. 

You  cannot  actually  be  a  witness  to  that  which  you 
do  not  know.  You  must  first  possess  that  which  you 
would  share.  Unless  you  know  Christ  as  personal  Sav- 
iour, you  cannot  introduce  Him  to  others  as  Saviour. 
"That  which  .  .  .  we  have  heard,  which  we  have  seen 
with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and  our 
hands  have  handled,  of  the  Word  of  life;  .  .  .  that  which 
we  have  seen  and  heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye 
also  may  have  fellowship  with  us"  (I  John  1:1-3).  It 
can  be  no  other  way. 

This  must  be  a  present  experience  with  you.  It  mat- 
ters but  little  what  happened  in  the  recent  or  distant  past, 
if  it  is  not  r^l  tflday,  Chris.t  Jtold  Peter,  "When  thou  art 
converted,! strengthen  thy  hrg>thrpn"l  (T.nkp  22:32). 

You  will  want  to  make  very  certain  that  the  assur- 
ance of  your  salvation  is  backed  by  an  obedient  life. 
You  will  have  enough  barriers  thrown  in  your  way  by 
the  enemy  of  soul  winning  without  having  to  fight  the 
battle  of  guilt  and  uncertainty  occasioned  by  walking 
behind  revealed  light.  Perhaps  the  very  best  prayer  you 
could  pray  right  here  would  be  the  prayer  of  the  Psalm- 
ist, "Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart:  try  me, 
and  know  my  thoughts:  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked 
way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting"  (Psalms 
139:23-24).  It  will  help  if  you  make  a  change,  to  a  more 
proper  meaning,  so  that  instead  of  praying,  "See  if  there 
be  any  wicked  way  in  me,**  pray  instead,  "See  if  there 
be  any  way  of  grief  in  me.** 
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Your  experience  should  be  one  of  peace  and  joy. 
Neither  can  be  counterfeited  for  long.  Both  can  be  real 
even  in  the  midst  of  trouble  and  sorrow.  Their  lack  will, 
ere  long,  become  apparent.  The  person  in  whom  you 
are  interested  is  not  likely  to  be  won  to  that  which  fails 
to  manifest  an  answer  to  either  of  these  great  hungers 
so  basic  in  life.  Why  should  he?  Why  exchange  ques- 
tions for  questions  and  grief  for  grief?  The  heart  wants 
answers  and  satisfaction. 

Turn  again  to  the  Psalmist  for  an  appropriate  prayer 
to  be  made  your  own,  "Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy 
salvation;  .  .  .  Then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  ways; 
and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee"  (Psalms  51: 
12-13).  Revival  and  evangelism  have  always  found  a 
home  among  joyous  people.    It  is  no  accident. 

You  Must  Be  Persuaded  of  Every  Person's  Need  of  Christ 

Such  persuasion  will  include  an  emotional  apprecia- 
tion of  the  lost  and  tragic  state  of  all  unbelievers.  No 
apology  is  needed  for  the  use  of  such  words  and  ideas. 
Through  His  servant,  God  declared,  "Let  him  know,  that 
he  which  converteth  the  sinner  from  the  error  of  his 
way,  shall  save  a  soul  from  death''   (James  5:20). 

Is  one  likely  to  really  believe  that  a  lost  soul  is  des- 
tined for  eternal  death  and  remain  unmoved  by  it?  Let 
him  who  would  object  to  being  gripped  emotionally  by 
this  knowledge  admit  that  he  docs  not  have  this  persua- 
sion at  all.  It  was  just  such  an  emotional  appreciation 
that  led  Christ  to  the  Cross  to  die  for  lost  sinners.  And 
you,  unless  you  are  deeply  convinced  of  the  dreadful  and 
eternal  consequences  wrapped  up  in  a  person's  not  know- 
ing Christ,  will  scarcely  be  moved  to  do  much  about  it. 
We  speak  not  here  primarily  of  compassion.  We  will 
come  to  that  later.  We  speak  now  of  being  convinced, 
persuaded,  that  a  person  is  lost  forever  apart  from 
Christ. 
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Obviously  your  persuasion  must  also  include  the 
firm  belief  that  every  person  is  worth  saving  and  that 
Christ  will  receive  all  who  come  to  Him.  If  you  hold 
the  slightest  reservation  at  this  point,  your  motive  will 
be  lessened  and  your  motivation  will  be  weakened.  Your 
future  experiences  in  witnessing  will  increasingly  con- 
firm the  basic  conviction  that  no  type  of  person,  no  matter 
how  far  gone  into  sin,  or  how  deeply  degraded  by  sin, 
is  outside  Christ's  love  and  consequently  not  outside  His 
redemptive  purpose  or  His  redeeming  power. 

If  you  know  these  things,  with  what  they  involve, 
you  know  enough  to  start  being  a  witness  and  endeavor- 
ing to  win  others  to  Christ. 

This  does  not  mean  that  you  have  everything  neces- 
sary to  continue  in  the  work  or  to  be  most  effective  in 
the  work.  But  you  do  have  enough  to  start.  You  will 
be  much  better  off  if  you  do  not  wait  for  anything  else. 
Start  trying. 

If  you  will  start  and  keep  at  it  you  will  soon  become 
aware  of  other  needs,  which  then  will  become 

Further  Requisites 

You  Must  Be  Filled  wUh-iha^ilpirit 

If  you  already  profess  the  experience  of  heart  holi- 
ness you  will  probably  at  least  discover,  as  the  early 
Christians  did,  that  fresh  injillings  are  necessary,  espe- 
cially when  witnessing   has  become   difficult. 

Or  your  protest  may  be  that  not  only  do  you  not 
have  this  experience  of  the  fullness  of  the  Spirit  but 
you  are  convinced  that  you  must  wait  until  you  do  have 
it  before  ever  making  your  start  as  a  witness.  You  might 
refer  to  the  command  of  Christ  to  the  disciples  that  they 
should  not  undertake  the  task  assigned  to  them  until  they 
had  tarried  for  the  promise  of  the  Father. 

There  is,  however,  at  least  one  essential  difference. 
The  disciples  had  already  been  sent  into  the  work  of 
evangelism.  They  had  enjoyed  some  success  and  suffered 
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some  failures.  Out  of  it  all  had  come  a  very  necessary 
sense  of  their  own  inadequacy.  It  is  noteworthy  that  His 
command  to  tarry  was  one  thing  with  which  they  were 
not  prone  to  argue.  Their  experiences  had  made  evident 
this  deeper  need. 

One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  perhaps  one  reason 
for  far  too  low  a  norm  of  holiness  so  common  today 
might  be  that  our  response  has  been  more  to  creed  than 
to  need,  the  following  of  a  routine  formula  rather  than 
a  hungering  and  thirsting  which  springs  from  a  very 
deep  sense  of  inadequacy.  The  fullness  of  the  blessing 
can  no  more  be  purchased  by  adherence  to  a  little  ritual 
than  by  the  money  of  Simon  the  Sorcerer. 

Simon  Peter's  report  of  what  had  happened  at  the 
house  of  Cornelius  should  forever  silence  any  argument 
that  the  experience  of  Pentecost  is  for  power  only.  The 
possibility  of  cleansing  from  inbred  sin  is  clear.  But  the 
entire  record  of  the  Early  Church,  as  seen  in  the  Book 
of  Acts,  should  forever  embarrass  any  attempt  to  divorce 
that  experience  from  service.  God's  norm  is  still,  "Ye 
shall  receive  power  ...  ye  shall  be  witnesses." 

You  will  find,  as  all  others  have  found  in  soul- 
winning  endeavor,  that  soon  there  comes  a  new  panting 
after  the  fullness  of  God. 

You  Must  Be  Obedient  to  the  Spirit 

He  is,  after  all,  the  One  who  knows  where  hungry 
hearts  are  and  can  direct  in  the  right  words  to  be  spoken. 
He  can  win  that  hungry  heart  in  the  wilderness  if  only 
He  can  find  an  obedient  Philip  to  go  to  the  wilderness 
and  witness  of  Him.  If  He  can  get  the  direction  of  some 
Jonahs  straightened  out,  wc  might  see  some  Ninevehs 
repent.  Obedience  to  His  leadership  is  your  best  guaran- 
tee of  fruit. 

Discoveries  of  the  Personal  Worker 

You  are  invited  to  turn  a  corner  in  your  spiritual 
life,  to  start  to  do  what  j'ou  have  always  wanted  to  do — 
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become  a  vocal  witness  and  a  winner  of  souls.  From  the 
beginning  you  will  make  some  discoveries. 

You  May  Be  Afraid 

An  easier  word  could  be  used,  but  no  better  word. 
After  all,  back  of  your  hesitancy  and  failure  is  fear  more 
than  anything  else.    Very  well!    Call  it  that! 

You  cannot  afford  to  let  fear  stop  you  now.  It  has 
stopped  you  long  enough.  You  have  been  like  the  un- 
faithful steward  who  said,  "I  was  afraid  and  buried  your 
talent." 

A  person  who  had  been  a  Christian  only  a  short 
time  said  to  another  person,  "For  a  long  time  I  have 
been  wanting  to  talk  to  you  about  my  Christ.  I  have 
been  afraid.  Even  now  I  am  afraid  of  bungling  it.  You 
are  the  first  person  to  whom  I  have  ever  talked  about 
my  Saviour.  I  have  been  a  Christian  about  three  months. 
Christ  has  been  wonderful.  I  do  wish  I  knew  how  to 
tell  you  what  I  mean  and  how  I  feel."  The  other  person 
rephed,  "I  think  I  know.  I  appreciate  your  speaking 
about  it,  especially  since  it  was  not  easy  to  do." 

There  wiU  be  times  when,  after  much  prayer,  you 
will  plan  to  speak  to  a  certain  person  about  your  Christ. 
You  will  talk  to  him  about  many  things  but  be  frightened 
out  of  talking  to  him  about  Christ.  As  you  leave  you 
will  feel  guilty,  cheated,  ashamed.  You  cannot  afford 
to  let  the  enemy  steam-roller  you  into  dejected  con- 
demnation over  that  failure.  You  must  also  guard  against 
becoming  complacent  in  your  fear  and  failure.  Between 
these  two,  condenmation  and  complacency,  lie  hope  and 
help  for  your  honest,  earnest  heart. 

For  your  encouragement,  do  not  feel  that  you  are 
strangely  alone,  as  a  Christian,  in  such  fears  and  failures. 
Though  but  few  talk  about  it,  this  is  the  experience  of 
most  people.  One  of  the  greatest  ministers  our  world 
has  known  confessed  his  fears  in  speaking  to  persons, 
individually,  about  their  eternal  welfare.    And  after  he 
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had  spoken  to  a  thousand  he  still  was  frightened  and 
had  to  stir  himself  to  the  task  each  time  he  was  to  talk 
with  a  person. 

Be  encouraged  An  honest  confession  of  your  fear 
and  failure  before  your  blessed  Lord  may  be  the  very 
thing  that  will  keep  you  humbly  at  His  feet,  drawing 
on  Him  for  strength  you  do  not  find  in  yourself. 

The  warning  against  ease  and  complacency  is  im- 
portant, for  there  are  times  when  your  failure,  growing 
out  of  fear,  may  have  tragic  consequences. 

A  businessman  spoke  to  his  pastor  about  calling 
on  another  man  hospitalized  with  cancer.  He  had  known 
him  in  business  and  knew  he  was  not  a  Christian.  The 
pastor  called  at  the  hospital  expecting  to  find  a  very  sick 
man.  Instead,  the  man  was  sitting  up  in  bed,  laughing 
and  talking  with  his  wife.  The  pastor  introduced  himself 
and  the  three  of  them  had  a  most  enjoyable  time  of  fel- 
lowship. 

The  pastor  kept  looking  for  an  opening  to  bring  the 
conversation  to  the  patient's  spiritual  need.  He  was  also 
fighting  the  usual  fears  and  hesitancy  he  had  fought  scores 
of  times.  Finally  he  decided  it  within  himself.  He  thought, 
This  man  is  not  as  ill  as  I  had  thought.  I  will  make  this 
only  a  get-acquainted  visit.  [And  sometimes  that  is  an 
essential  step — and  all  a  person  can  do.]  Tomorrow  I 
will  come  again  and  then  I  will  speak  to  him  about  his 
soul's  need. 

He  prayed.  The  couple  were  generous  in  their  ap- 
preciation for  his  call  and  assured  him  they  would  wel- 
come him  any  time.  The  next  day  the  pastor  returned, 
but  when  he  stepped  to  that  door  the  bed  was  empty. 
The  nurse  guided  him  to  another  room — a  private  room. 
The  wife  stood  in  the  doorway,  crying.  A  doctor  and  two 
nurses  stood  above  the  man  across  the  room.  The  wife 
sobbed  out  the  story.  An  emergency  operation  in  the 
early  morning;  things  had  not  gone  well;  it  looked  hope- 
less. 
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The  pastor  stood  with  her,  silently  praying,  with 
tears,  for  the  man.    He  saw  him  die. 

The  family  asked  him  to  officiate  at  the  funeral  and 
he  tried  there  to  s{>eak  words  of  comfort  and  consola- 
tion to  the  family.  But  there  was  an  ache  deep  within 
his  own  heart  which  his  words  could  not  quiet.  Shame- 
ful failure! 

Fortunately,  for  us  and  for  others,  not  all  fearful 
failures  have  such  tragic  consequences.  However,  the 
chance  of  it  should  purge  our  souls  of  complacency. 

It  is  difficult  to  explain  such  fear  and  hesitancy. 
Let  us,  for  the  sake  of  trying  to  find  help  in  seeing  this 
important  matter  through,  rule  out  the  idea  that  all 
such  fear  is  carnal.  You  will  seldom,  if  ever,  be  accused 
of  this  by  others  who  are  themselves  working  in  per- 
sonal evangelism.  You  will  discover  that  those  who  try 
to  be  soul  winners  increasingly  develop  a  strong  tolerance 
and  charity  with  the  problems  and  failures  of  others. 
Experience  has  been  to  them  a  good  teacher. 

Included  in  this  fear  and  hesitancy  would  perhaps 
be  the  following,  and  no  doubt  much  more: 

1.  A  natural  timidity.  Such  timidity  is  often  housed 
in  an  apparently  bold  personality.  The  tendency  of  the 
timid  is  to  camouflage  fear  with  external  display  of  bold- 
ness, boisterousness,  and  an  air  that  often  appears  to 
others  as  egotistical.  But,  instead,  it  is  frequently  an 
unhappy  mask  for  a  very  serious  inferiority  complex. 

2.  The  rather  constant  feeling  that  a  person's  re- 
ligious life  is  too  sacredly  private  to  allow  for  outside 
prying. 

3.  The  ever-present  uncertainty  of  the  response,  and 
fear  that  it  will  be  one  of  insult,  rebuke,  or  embarrass- 
ment. 

4.  The  very  nature  of  the  task,  deaUng  with  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  one  who  will  live  forever,  is  freighted 
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with  such   tremendous   responsibility   that  shrinking   is 
almost  inescapable. 

Regardless  of  its  content,  you  must  work  in  spite  of 
such  fear,  remembering  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  working 
through  you. 

You  Will  Be  Surprised 

Surprised  at  the  hunger  of  hearts  everywhere  to 
find  an  answer  to  the  troubled  questions  of  restless  Hves! 
One  of  the  first  and  greatest  surprises  of  every  witness 
is  to  find  the  hunger  for  Christ  so  regnant  in  human 
life. 

Such  hunger  may  be  submerged  in  the  milling  throng, 
only  to  break  through  when  God's  Spirit  is  manifest 
through  His  witness,  to  exclaim  as  on  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost, "Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do?" 

Such  hunger  may  be  buried  in  the  brilliantly  trained 
mind  of  a  lawyer,  only  to  be  brought  to  the  surface  by 
the  earnest  witnessing  of  a  young  layman  just  before  he 
dies  under  the  stones. 

Soul  hunger  is  frequently  smothered  beneath  one's 
job  or  position  in  life.  But  let  God's  power  be  manifested 
through  joyous  Christians,  and  even  a  jailer  will  be  open- 
ly interested  in  the  way  of  salvation. 

Most  often,  perhaps,  a  hungry  heart  seeks  to  fight 
its  way  through  to  peace  in  privacy  and  solitude.  He 
may  have  occasionally  visited  the  temple  and  sanctuary 
(especially  away  from  home)  hoping  to  find  an  answer. 
But  if  God  can  find  a  Philip  to  inquire  of  his  need  when 
he  has  come  to  a  seemingly  hopeless  and  desolate  place 
in  life,  that  heart  will  cry  out,  "How  can  I  know  unless 
some  man  show  me?" 

How  many  Simons  may  be  waiting — just  waiting — 
with  distressed  souls  for  a  brother  to  say,  "We  have 
found  Him"?  How  many  discouraged  Nathanaels  may 
be  waiting  for  some  sincere  laymen  to  say,  "Come  and 
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see"?  How  many  good  men,  still  hunting  for  reality, 
may  just  be  waiting  for  some  minister,  leaving  prejudices 
of  all  kinds  behind  on  some  housetop  where  the  soul 
found  a  higher  fellowship  with  God,  to  come  and  witness 
to  him  about  a  personal  Saviour?  Such  going  need  not 
await  either  a  special  vision  or  a  committee  extending 
an  invitation. 

He  was  a  tall  man,  of  dignified  bearing,  with  white 
hair.  His  life  had  been  good  and  useful — educator,  busi- 
ness executive,  and  government  official.  Following  re- 
tirement he  was  overseer  of  some  property  on  only  a 
part-time  basis.  He  was  not  a  Christian.  A  certain  Chris- 
tian had  felt  a  burden  for  him  for  some  time  and  had 
been  praying  for  him.  One  night  while  at  an  outdoor 
church  social,  this  Christian  felt  a  peculiar  urge  to  go 
to  this  man's  home  and  talk  to  him  about  Christ.  He 
went.   He  asked  the  wife  if  she  would  mind  leaving  them 

alone.  He  opened  the  conversation  simply,  "Mister , 

for  some  weeks  I  have  been  burdened  for  you  and  have 
been  praying  for  you.  I  do  not  know  why,  but  tonight 
I  felt  that  I  should  come  and  talk  with  you  about  giving 
your  heart  to  Christ." 

The  man  mentioned  a  certain  problem  and  said,  "As 
I  understand  it,  your  members  are  not  supposed  to  do 
this.    I  respect  your  belief,  but  I  simply  do  not  agree." 

The  personal  worker  replied,  "You  are  right.  Our 
church  does  feel  that  a  person  who  really  wants  to  be 
the  very  best  Christian  should  not  do  this.  However, 
I  have  not  come  to  you  to  talk  to  you  about  the  beliefs 
of  our  church  nor  about  the  church  at  all.  Rather,  I 
have  come  to  help  you  take  Christ  as  your  personal  Sav- 
iour. If  you  will  do  that,  I  will  leave  the  working  out 
of  this  problem,  and  all  other  similar  ones,  to  you  and 
the  Lord.  A  person  is  not  really  in  much  of  a  position 
to  find  an  answer  to  many  questions  in  life  until  he  first 
knows  Christ  in  a  personal  experience  of  salvation." 
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That  fine  head  was  bowed  in  silence.  Then  misty 
eyes  looked  up  and  this  man  said,  "That  is  not  only  fair, 
but  right!  For  years  I  have  hidden  behind  the  things 
I  do  not  believe.  But  all  the  time  I  have  been  hungry 
to  be  a  real  Christian  man." 

They  prayed  and  the  man  was  saved.  The  personal 
worker  slipped  away  and  went  back  to  the  church  gather- 
ing. He  did  not  know  then,  and  no  subsequent  events 
revealed  any  particular  reason,  why  that  night  seemed 
to  be  a  crisis  night  for  that  man.  Some  years  later  he 
was  still  living,  so  it  was  not  a  matter  of  imminent  death 
that  made  it  an  urgent  hour.  But  God  knows!  There 
was  hunger  there,  and  had  been  all  along. 

While  not  all  efforts  of  personal  evangelism,  by 
any  means,  are  that  successful,  the  hunger  of  hearts  will 
normally  be  found  to  be  that  general.  That  is  one  of  the 
surprising  discoveries  you  will  make. 

This  also  illustrates  another  surprise — how  the  Holy 
Spirit  always  precedes  the  witness  and  is  working  before 
he  arrives.  This  should  not  be  a  surprise,  but  it  usually 
is.    Another  happy  one! 

You  will  never  get  over  being  surprised  by  the  re- 
sponse of  people  to  whom  you  witness.  The  enemy  has 
so  constantly  bludgeoned  you  with  insistence  that  p>eople 
will  resent  your  talking  to  them  that  you  expect  the  worst. 
The  enemy  will  never  cease  bothering  you  at  this  point, 
and  you  may  never  fully  overcome  your  fear  of  insults, 
resentments,  and  embarrassment.  For  that  reason  your 
surprise  will  also  be  constant,  for  you  will  discover,  as 
others  have,  that  people  do  not  resent  one's  concern  for 
them.  Your  witness  will  not  be  rebuffed  if  kindly  and 
properly  given.  Some  who  have  dealt  with  hundreds, 
individually,  under  many  and  varied  conditions,  can  tes- 
tify that  they  have  never  received  a  rebuke.  Even  if 
your  experience  should  be  the  rare  exception,  you  will 
still  be  surprised  at  how  infrequently  the  resentment 
occurs. 
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You  Will  Fail 

You  cannot  expect  to  win  every  person  with  whom 
you  deal,  perhaps  only  a  very  small  percentage.  Even 
our  Lord  won  only  a  meager  minority,  and  while  multi- 
tudes were  won  in  a  half-century  by  the  Christians  in 
the  Early  Church,  far  greater  multitudes  refused  Christ. 

Though  some  are  successful  from  the  very  first  in 
winning  souls,  you  may  find  it  takes  some  length  of  time 
and  faithful  work,  with  several  persons,  before  you  win 
your  first  person  to  Christ.  Never  mind  I   Keep  on  trying. 

Strangely  enough,  you  will  learn  as  much — or  more 
— from  your  failures  as  you  will  from  your  victories. 
Out  of  your  experiences  of  failure  will  come  not  only 
an  increasing  humility  but  a  search  for  more  adequate 
methods  and  a  fuller  dependence  on  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  may  be  that  tragic  consequences,  following  some 
failures,  will  all  but  break  your  heart.  But  God  can  use 
even  that  to  win  souls  more  effectively  through  you. 

A  man  and  his  wife  called  one  evening  at  the  home 
of  a  couple  who  were  not  Christians.  The  background 
of  the  man  was  such  that  every  rejection  of  Christ  was 
a  sin  against  great  light.  The  woman  had  almost  no 
spiritual  background.  Both  were  admittedly  hungry  for 
a  personal  peace  and  joy  they  did  not  have.  .The  hus- 
band readily  confessed  that  he  knew  this  need  was  for 
Christ.   The  woman  was  prone  to  skirt  the  issue. 

The  conversation  lasted  for  a  very  long  time  that 
evening.  It  was  quite  apparent  that  the  husband  was 
ready  to  yield  to  Christ  if  only  the  wife  would.  But  in 
spite  of  her  hunger,  her  admitted  need,  and  her  sincere 
appreciation  for  the  concern  in  her  behalf,  the  visitors 
could  not  persuade  her.  They  prayed  and  God  was 
there,  but  there  was  no  victory. 

Three  days  later  this  Christian  couple  left  for  a 
camp  meeting  several  hundred  miles  distant.  When  they 
returned   after  more  than   a  week,   they   found   a   letter 
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from  this  wife  from  another  city.  The  letter  opened  and 
closed  with  very  pitiful  words.  Here  are  the  opening 
words.  "Perhaps  you  heard — my  husband  was  involved 
in  an  automobile  accident  last  Tuesday,  was  thrown 
from  the  car,  and  was  crushed  beneath  the  wheels  of 
a  truck.  This  was  just  four  days  after  you  came  to  our 
home  and  tried  to  get  us  to  give  our  hearts  to  Christ. 
We  put  it  off,  but  now  I  know  how  much  my  husband 
wanted  to  become  a  Christian  that  night." 

It  would  not  be  appropriate  to  quote  further  from 
the  letter  and  complete  the  story.  Enough  of  it  is  told 
to  show  that  failure,  even  when  one  does  the  best  he 
can,  often  is  followed  by  serious  consequences. 

Yes!  You  will  fail.  But  the  greatest  failure  of  all 
is  to  fail  to  try  to  win  those  with  whom  we  might  have 
some  influence  for  Christ.  No  one  ever  fails  completely 
in  doing  this  work.  We  fail  completely  only  when  we 
do  not  try. 

You  Will  Make  Mistakes 

Of  course  you  will.  Some  of  them  will  be  amusing 
after  they  are  over.  Others  will  be  serious.  Some  will 
bring  a  flush  of  embarrassment  each  time  you  think  of 
them  through  the  years. 

You  will  say  the  wrong  things,  ask  the  wrong  ques- 
tions, and  use  the  wrong  scriptures.  You  will  stop  when 
you  should  keep  going,  and  keep  on  when  you  should 
stop.  You  might  even  be  premature  in  a  few  efforts,  but 
you  will  miss  scores  of  opportunities  because  you  will 
fear  the  time  is  not  ripe.  Without  making  an  effort,  you 
wull  consider  some  people  well-nigh  hopeless  who  will 
in  fact  be  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God.  You  will 
even  occasionally  think  someone  is  ready — right  now — 
to  yield  to  Christ  who  actually  will  still  be  hardened  and 
set  against  God  even  while  his  heart  cries  out  in  hunger. 

You  will  judge  that  some  have  come  to  Christ  in  a 
very  wonderful  way  who  will  be  shallow,  and  the  hot 
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sun  will  soon  wither  the  plant  so  quickly  springing  up. 
You  will  feel  that  others  did  not  seem  too  deep  or  genuine 
in  their  turning  to  Christ,  and  yet  later  you  will  discover 
that  their  roots  are  deep  and  abiding. 

But  no  mistake  you  make  could  possibly  be  as  great 
as  the  mistake  of  not  trying  for  fear  of  making  mistakes. 
That  is  the  greatest  mistake  of  all. 

You  Will  Succeed 

God  gives  you  an  unfailing  guarantee.  "He  that 
goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed,  shall 
doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves 
with  him"  (Psalms  126:6). 

It  is  easy,  especially  during  a  special  service  or  con- 
ference on  evangelism,  to  imagine  yourself  going  out  to 
witness  to  many  immediately,  and  of  winning  a  great 
number  to  Christ  within  a  few  months.  But  it  will  not 
work  that  way.  A  few  have  done  it,  but  you  probably 
will  not.  It  is  a  great  deal  more  difficult  to  start  and  keep 
going  when  you  actually  are  face  to  face  with  people 
than  you  imagined  it  to  be  in  the  service.  Under  the 
inspiration  of  a  service  you  can  think  of  a  large  number 
of  persons  to  whom  you  should  talk,  and  many  reasons 
why  you  should  speak  to  them,  as  well  as  good  ways 
to  do  it. 

But,  alas!  Once  you  get  out  there  to  do  it,  you  can 
think  of  many  reasons  why  you  should  not — just  now — 
talk  to  various  ones,  and  you  can  think  of  no  good 
methods. 

Your  success  as  a  soul  winner  is  not  going  to  be  a 
prairie-fire  proposition.  Those  early  Christians  we  talk 
so  much  about  did  have,  as  a  group,  a  few  very  great 
days  of  victory,  but  the  main  results  accomplished 
through  them  as  individuals  took  a  half-century  and 
more. 
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The  volume  of  your  success  is  not  the  really  im- 
portant consideration  as  you  face  your  Master.  Your 
continuing  faithfulness  is  the  all-important  factor.  As 
you  do  the  best  you  can,  sowing,  watering,  cultivating, 
harvesting,  the  Lord  works  with  you  to  give  the  increase. 

Christ  told  His  disciples  that  each  branch  should 
bear  fruit,  that  there  was  a  purging  that  each  branch 
might  bear  more  fruit,  that  by  abiding  in  the  vine  it 
might  bear  much  fruit.  This  abiding  in  the  vine  includes 
keeping  at  it  year  after  year. 

The  husbandman  of  a  vineyard  would  be  discour- 
aged if  he  looked  at  his  ledger  for  just  the  first  year 
of  a  producing  vine.  It  would  not  produce  anywhere 
near  enough  to  pay  the  cost  of  its  setting  and  care.  But 
year  after  year  as  the  vine  continues  to  bear  fruit  the 
ledger  takes  on  a  different  aspect.  Many  a  vine  is  still 
producing  today  after  several  decades  of  fruit  bearing. 
One  would  be  amazed  at  the  total  pounds  of  fruit  that 
have  come  from  just  one  vine  across  the  years.  In  abid- 
ing, and  staying  at  it,  there  was  much  fruit  from  the 
branches. 

Faithfulness  through  the  years  is  your  guarantee  of 
much  fruit.  Keep  at  it,  and  in  that  great  day  of  the 
Lord  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  total  yield. 

No  person  ever  zooms  into  skill  in  any  worthy 
field.  Listen  to  a  truly  great  concert  pianist  and  enjoy 
his  performance.  Then  say  to  yourself,  I  will  be  diligent 
in  practice  this  week,  and  next  week  I  too  shall  give  a 
performance  like  that.  But  you  know  better!  Back  of 
the  concert  were  an  amazing  number  of  hours,  put  in 
by  the  day,  with  day  piling  upon  day  until  there  was 
a  pyramiding  of  years  of  training  before  that  concert 
was  po.ssible.  So  it  is  with  the  artist,  the  orator,  the 
accomplished  vocalist. 

This  is  not  to  imply  that  you  must  wait  for  years 
for  fruit.    It  only  warns  that,  even  with  God's  help,  skill 
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in  dealing  with  souls  usually  comes  with  years  of  faithful 
endeavor. 

A  very  fine  Christian  woman  stood  in  a  midweek 
service  to  testify.  There  had  been  an  increasing  emphasis 
in  that  church  on  each  Christian  seeking  to  be  a  witness 
and  a  winner  of  persons  to  Christ.  It  was  not  a  cam- 
paign but  a  growing  conviction  brought  about  by  prayer, 
midweek  studies  on  this  Bible  plan  of  evangelism,  and 
pastoral  concern.  The  conviction  of  it  had  just  started 
taking  hold,  here  and  there,  after  months  of  this  em- 
phasis. She  testified,  "For  forty  years  I  have  been  a 
Christian.  I  have  held  many  positions  in  the  church 
and  I  know  that  God  has  blessed  my  influence  so  that 
I  have  had  some  part  in  a  number  of  persons  becoming 
Christians.  But  in  these  forty  years  I  have  never  per- 
sonally led  a  person  to  Christ  outside  the  church.  The 
Lord  helped  me  to  deal  with  a  lady  today,  and  to  win 
her  to  the  Lord."  After  forty  years,  success  on  her 
first  real  effort! 

During  that  same  emphasis  a  rather  rough  fellow 
who  had  been  a  Christian  less  than  ninety  days  won 
his  first  person  to  Christ.  But  in  that  same  church, 
including  that  same  period  of  time,  a  man  tried  earnestly 
for  over  a  year  before  he  led  his  first  person  to  Christ. 
He  was  just  as  good  as  the  other  two,  just  as  devoted 
and  faithful.  The  really  important  thing  is  that  he  was 
faithjid — and  saw  fruit  for  his  faithfulness. 

You  Will  Grow  in  Grace 

This  will  be  one  of  your  great  rewards  for  faithful- 
ness. You  will  find  yourself  developing  as  a  Christian. 
How  many  have  withered  by  the  wayside,  have  fallen 
away,  simply  because  they  did  not  seek  to  bear  fruit! 
The  Lord  does  not  seek,  in  His  vineyard,  an  appearance 
of  beauty  in  leaves.  He  seeks  fruit.  When  He  finds 
fruit  in  His  vineyard,  He  sees  the  travail  of  His  soul 
and  is  satisfied. 

43 


Properly  seen  in  this  setting,  from  Christ's  view,  one 
must  agree  that  the  real  question  is  not  so  much  the 
matter  of  whether  non-Christians  will  be  saved  if  we  do 
not  carry  the  gospel  to  them  as  it  is  whether  we  shall  be 
saved  if  we  do  not. 

As  has  been  previously  intimated,  you  will  learn 
as  much  from  your  failures  and  mistakes  as  from  your 
successes  and  victories.  As  you  start  in  the  normal  op>- 
portunities  of  daily  life  to  be  a  witness  and  to  lead  per- 
sons to  Christ,  you  will  soon  be  conscious  of  a  deep 
sense  of  inadequacy  and  lack,  such  as  you  have  never 
known.  This  sense  of  weakness,  with  the  hunger  and 
thirst  for  help  and  depth  which  grow  out  of  it,  becomes 
in  turn  your  greatest  spiritual  asset. 

Your  concern  for  souls  will  be  intensified  as  you 
deal  with  souls.  What  previously  you  sought  only  in  your 
closet  you  will  now  find  in  the  field.  That  which  you 
expected  as  an  automatic  gift  will  result  from  endeavor. 
You  will  find  your  prayer  life  taking  on  new  depth,  new 
breadth,  new  meaning,  and  new  urgency.  The  prayer 
life  which  you  have  sought  to  develop,  because  you  felt 
if  you  did  not  pray  daily  you  would  backslide,  now  is 
approached  from  an  altogether  different  motive.  No 
longer  is  it  just  duty  for  the  preservation  of  spiritual 
life,  knowing  more  failure  than  success.  Now  it  becomes 
the  lifeline  for  service  as  well  as  living. 

Your  failures  and  mistakes  in  personal  evangelism 
will  drive  you  back  to  the  secret  place  again  and  again, 
seeking  more  of  Him  who  is  Power  and  Wisdom  and 
Life. 

That  hermit  hidden  away  on  some  mountaintop, 
doing  little  but  meditating  and  praying,  may  have  had 
some  rich  experiences  with  God  in  prayer.  But  it  is 
nothing  to  what  he  could  have  known,  or  to  what  you 
can  know,  if  that  prayer  is  tied  to  both  ends  of  efforts 
in  personal  evangelism.    You  do  not   find   the  disciples 
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praying  at  any  point  before  Pentecost  as  you  find  them 
praying  many  times  after  Pentecost.  That  was  the  spring- 
board, but  the  continuing  answer  is  to  be  found  only  as 
you  walk  with  them  daily  in  witnessing. 

Out  of  this  concern  for  souls,  with  both  its  successes 
and  failures,  will  cortie  an  entirely  new  life  of  prayer. 
Not  a  prayer  life  to  keep  you  from  going  back,  but  one 
to  keep  you  going  on.    Thus  you  will  grow. 

God's  Word  is  going  to  come  alive  for  you  now — 
not  by  some  great  flash  of  revelation,  but  by  your  find- 
ing a  heart  and  purpose  to  what  once  was  a  duty  oft 
forgotten. 

You  have  already  been  warned  of  failure  and  mis- 
takes. There  will  be  times  when  you  are  trying  to  lead 
a  person  to  Christ  and  you  will  feel  you  are  on  the  verge 
of  victory.  You  will  want  a  scripture  to  be  used  of  the 
Spirit  to  increase  conviction  and  to  bring  persuasion. 
There  will  be  questions  you  cannot  answer  and  problems 
you  cannot  meet — not  the  tricky,  argumentative,  stalling 
kind,  but  genuine,  sincere,  and  legitimate  questions.  You 
will  know  there  is  an  answer  and  can  almost  think  of 
the  proper  scripture,  but  it  will  not  come.  Failure  fol- 
lows. 

You  will  then  find  yourself  searching  your  Bible, 
seeking  to  be  a  better  workman  with  the  Word,  not 
needing  to  be  ashamed.  As  you  seek  help  for  other  souls, 
you  will  find  help  for  your  own  soul.  There  is  a  strange 
thing  about  this  Book!  If  you  spend  enough  time  with 
it,  you  actually  get  to  the  place  where  you  love  to  spend 
a  lot  of  time  with  it. 

The  person  who  does  not  try  to  be  a  soul  winner 
might  still  be  a  great  Bible  scholar,  but  he  will  never 
know  its  deeper  treasures  which  go  beyond  factual  truth 
into  a  fellowship  at  its  richest  and  most  rewarding. 

So  you  will  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  through  a  new  purpose  and  mean- 
ing to  prayer  and  reading  of  God's  Word. 
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You  Will  Learn  the  Secret  of  Joy 

After  Christ  spoke  to  His  disciples  about  dead 
branches,  fruit,  more  fruit,  and  much  fruit,  He  added, 
"These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy  might 
remain  in  you,  and  that  your  joy  might  he  julV  (John 
15:11). 

Other  than  your  own  personal  experience  with 
Christ,  you  will  never  know  a  joy  comparable  to  that 
of  leading  another  to  Christ.  Our  joy  is  our  strength 
when  it  issues  from  our  being  co-workers  with  God  in 
redemption. 

Full  many  a  Christian  has  found  his  life  actually 
transformed  by  turning  this  corner  in  his  life.  Until  then 
he  was  representative  of  that  sad  norm  of  professing 
Christians  everywhere — a  norm  which  reveals  little  but 
the  awful  spectacle  of  retarded  growth  and  arrested  de- 
velopment. Now,  a  transformed  Christian  in  both  heights 
and  depths  never  suspected  by  those  who  are  content 
with  the  norm! 

Here  is  the  secret  of  the  fullness  of  joy — the  joy 
of  the  Lord. 

Think  on  These  Things 

1.  What  are  the  two  basic  requirements  of  all  who 
would  be  soul  winners?   Why? 

2.  What  are  some  further  practical  necessities? 

3.  Is  fear  in  witnessing  to  others  necessarily  a  carnal 
fear?   What  might  it  be?   Do  many  suffer  this  fear? 

4.  What  are  some  outward  discoveries  of  the  wit- 
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5.    What  are  some  personal  benefits  of  witnessing? 
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Chapter  III 

Weapons  of  Warfare 

Workman  with  the  Word   (see  II  Timothy  2:15). 

"I  never  would  have  believed  it!  It  is  almost  un- 
believable, even  now!" 

These  were  the  words  of  a  young  pastor  to  his  dis- 
trict superintendent.  It  was  a  small  church,  with  an 
unpalatable  history.  This  young  pastor,  during  the  first 
year  of  his  ministry  there,  had  been  restoring  confidence 
for  his  church  in  the  town.  Many  friendly  contacts  had 
been  made,  with  some  increases  in  attendance.  The  dis- 
trict superintendent  was  there  for  a  brief  meeting, 
Wednesday  night  through  Sunday.  Each  afternoon  he  and 
the  pastor  were  calling  in  business  places  and  homes. 
Not  social  calls,  but  calls  on  persons  who  needed  Christ, 
and  with  whom  previous  contact  had  been  made. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  two  persons  had  yielded  to 
Christ.  They  testified  in  the  evening  service.  Friday 
afternoon,  out  of  three  calls  made  in  the  homes,  one 
person  accepted  Christ — a  person  who  was  considered 
very  far  gone  from  God  and  a  tough  case.  When  that 
person,  who  had  not  been  attending  church,  testified 
that  night  in  the  service  there  were  joy  and  new  life 
in  the  camp. 

The  next  morning  the  pastor  said,  "I  couldn't  sleep 
last  night.    I  was  so  thrilled  over  these  victories." 

On  Saturday  afternoon  three  more  calls  were  made. 
One  person  yielded  to  Christ,  again  a  person  not  at- 
tending church  at  all  and  who  was  considered  almost 
hopeless.  As  the  pastor  and  the  district  superintendent 
left  that  home  and  walked  towards  the  car,  the  pastor 
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spoke  the  words  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  *'I  never  would 
have  beheved  it!  It  is  almost  unbelievable — even  now! 
I  have  been  pastoring  three  years.  I  have  heard  in  con- 
ferences that  persons  could  be  led  to  Christ  this  way, 
but  it  never  did  really  register.  Had  someone  told  me 
a  week  ago  that  these  who  have  prayed  through  in  their 
homes  this  week  would  accept  Christ  this  way,  I  would 
not  have  believed  it.  I  never  dreamed  they  were  so 
hungry  for  Christ.  They  seemed  to  be  so  hard!  My 
ministry  can  never  be  the  same  after  this." 

This  could  have  been  listed  as  another  of  your  sur- 
prises— personal  evangelism  works!  We  should  have 
known  it,  but  we  don't.  Not  until  we  try  it.  Our  Lord 
knew  it  would  work.  That  is  the  reason  He  made  this 
His  primary  method,  taught  His  followers  to  do  it,  and 
empowered  them  to  do  it.  That  is  why  the  Early  Church 
practiced  it.   It  worked  then.   It  will  work  now. 

Remember,  we  are  not  speaking  here  of  an  organized 
campaign  or  drive,  as  such.  We  are  rather  talking  about 
how  you  may  be  a  witness,  through  the  months  and  years, 
as  you  use  natural,  normal  opportunities  of  speaking  to 
others. 

From  the  very  outset  you  are  keeping  it  clearly  in 
mind  that  personal  evangelism  is  not  competitive  with 
any  other  method.  It  is  basic  and  supplementary,  but 
never  competitive.  You  have  adopted  Paul's  approach, 
"By  all  means  save  some."  You,  like  Phihp,  will  be  ready 
for  the  revival  in  Samaria  or  the  lone  man  in  the  wilder- 
ness. You  are  persuaded  that  our  revival  nets  will  be 
fuller  when  we  are  personal  witnesses  between  revivals. 

Advantages  in  Personal  Evangelism 

You  Can  Help  a  Person  with  Personal  Problems 

It  may  be  that  you  have  already  discovered  that  most 
persons  who  seem  to  hang  up  on  some  one  point  in 
coming  to  Christ  do  it  at  a  point  of  personal  problem, 
often  intimate,  rather  then  mental  doubts  or  troubles. 
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Very  frequently  group  advice  not  only  skirts  the 
problem  but  aggravates  it.  It  is  not  unusual  that  the 
seeker  will  indicate  the  problem  is  one  thing  when  he 
knows  it  is  quite  another  thing.  The  very  nature  of  it 
is  often  such  that  he  could  not  possibly  make  it  known 
to  the  group  about  him.  He  is  even  hesitant  to  whisper 
it  to  one  person  in  a  group.  Such  restraint  may  be  not 
only  justifiable  but  wise. 

We  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  our  pur- 
pose— our  only  purpose — is  winning  this  person  to  Christ. 

A  mihtary  officer  responded  to  an  evangeUstic  in- 
vitation in  a  Sunday  morning  service.  He  was  new  to 
our  church.  A  large  number  were  at  the  altar  that 
morning.  The  speaker  saw,  after  a  few  minutes,  that 
this  man  was  in  deep  earnest;  but  his  complete  con- 
fusion, even  embarrassment,  was  also  apparent.  A  group 
prayed  with  him  and  exhorted  him.  After  a  few  minutes 
the  speaker  bowed  by  him  and  whispered  a  question, 
"Would  you  like  to  talk  with  me  in  private?"  Immediate- 
ly there  was  a  look  of  earnest  hope  and  rehef  as  he  said, 
"I  really  would,  sir." 

They  arose  from  the  altar  and  went  to  the  pastor's 
office.  This  officer  not  only  had  almost  no  church  back- 
ground, but  was  face  to  face  with  a  very  serious  problem, 
personal  and  intimate.  He  had  to  get  it  off  his  chest 
before  he  could  get  anywhere  in  prayer,  but  it  would 
have  been  unwise  had  he  responded  to  the  sincere  people 
who  had  exhorted  him  at  the  altar,  "Tell  us  what  your 
problem  is,  so  we  can  help  you." 

After  pouring  out  his  trouble  in  confidence,  he 
listened  to  assurance  from  God's  Word.  Prayer  came 
freely  and  readily  then,  as  they  bowed  by  their  chairs 
in  that  office.  Christ  met  the  officer's  need  that  morning. 
A  telephone  call  to  a  point  halfway  across  the  continent 
brought  his  wife  and  children  to  his  side  within  ten  days. 
Just  two  weeks  after  that  first  altar  .scene,  they  stood 
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at  the  altar  of  the  church  to  be  received  by  the  pastor 
into  the  fellowship  of  that  church. 

A  revival  was  in  process  in  a  rural  church.  The 
speaker  noted  that  each  time  a  certain  man  was  present 
several  persons  would  speak  to  him  during  the  invita- 
tion, but  he  never  responded.  Yet  a  distress  of  soul  was 
apparent  in  his  countenance. 

One  evening  the  speaker,  who  had  never  spoken  to 
the  man  in  the  service,  slipped  away  and  found  him  alone. 
His  approach  was  simply  this,  "I  have  appreciated  your 
attendance  at  the  services,  for  I  understand  it  has  been 
many  years  since  you  have  attended  church.  I  have 
been  impressed  each  time  I  have  spoken  that  you  had 
a  genuine  heart  hunger  and  wanted  to  do  something 
about  it.  Still,  you  have  not  responded  when  your  friends 
have  invited  you  to  the  altar,  though  you  have  been  kind 
to  them.   I  wonder  if  there  is  some  way  I  can  help  you." 

Then  came  the  story,  a  story  that  went  far  into  the 
yesterdays — not  serious  or  embarrassing,  but  one  over 
which  he  had  stumbled  through  the  years  while  his  heart 
hungered  on.  Isn't  it  strange  the  relief  and  release  that 
come  with  confession?  It  is  more  than  half  the  battle! 
No  wonder  God's  Word  lists  it  right  at  the  threshold  of 
a  sinner's  approach  to  his  Redeemer!  Anyway,  this  man 
became  a  genuine  Christian  that  night,  alone  with  that 
evangelist.  It  is  to  be  doubted  if  he  ever  would  have 
made  it  any  other  way. 

More  Effective  Use  Can  Be  Made  of  God's  Word 

Inasmuch  as  confession  is  good  for  the  soul,  let  us 
admit  that  all  of  us  would  be  much  better  off  if  open 
Bibles  were  more  frequently  found  on  our  altars  as  we 
instruct  seekers  in  the  way  of  faith. 

God's  Word  is  truth  and  men  are  set  free  by  truth. 
God's  Word,  then,  must  ever  have  a  major  part  in  lead- 
ing a  person  to  Christ  if  his  foimdation   is  to  be  firm. 
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Our  stories  and  opinions  might  easily  fail  to  cover  par- 
ticular situations  into  which  a  new  Christian  might  fall. 
God's  Word  never  fails. 

There  Is  Less  Interference  and  Fewer  Distractions 

When  an  eternal  soul  is  at  stake,  the  business  at  hand 
calls  for  concentration  and  attention.  No  one  becomes  a 
Christian  except  the  person  who  really  wants  to.  This 
desire  must  issue  in  a  decision;  a  decision  that  is  without 
reservation,  deep,  in  full  awareness  of  the  step  that  is 
being  taken.  If  it  is  less  than  that  it  will  eventually  prove 
to  be  indecisive.  Making  up  our  minds  is  not  all  there  is 
to  conversion,  by  any  means,  but  there  is  no  genuine 
conversion  until  a  person's  mind  has  been  made  up  un- 
equivocally. 

The  fewer  the  distractions,  the  greater  likelihood  for 
such  once-for-all  decision.  No  doubt  this  is  one  reason 
the  Master  did  His  work  with  the  hardest  cases  when 
they  were  alone. 

There  Are  Unlimited  Opportunities 

Seasons  of  the  year  or  the  days  of  the  week  place 
no  limitations  on  personal  evangelism.  Since  opportuni- 
ties are  constant  the  work  can  be  constant.  You  will  see 
opportunities,  once  you  have  gained  some  experience, 
where  before  you  passed  them  by,  never  dreaming  they 
were  there. 

Because  of  all  these  advantages,  personal  evangelism 
is  the  most  thorough  of  all  methods.  There  are  people 
in  your  community  who  will  never  find  God  except  at 
an  altar  of  prayer.  There  are  many  more  in  the  same 
community  who  will  be  forever  lo.st  if  your  church  waits 
for  them  to  bow  at  that  altar.  Some  of  those  can  be 
won  through  personal  evangelism. 

When  you  work,  God  works.  Nothing  can  surpass 
God's  Spirit  working  through  you,  and  nothing  else  can 
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atone  for  its  lack.    This  stands  paramount  for  success 
in  soul  winning. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  are  at  least 

Two  Great  Essentials  for  Soul  Winning 

Your  two  greatest  weapons  of  warfare  are  your  per- 
sonal testimony  and  God's  Word.  No  man  dares  venture 
forth  with  his  arsenal  empty  of  either.  Without  the  first 
you  cannot  witness,  and  without  the  latter  you  will  sel- 
dom see  the  fruit  of  witnessing.  The  lack  of  one  robs 
you  of  persuasive  warmth  and  the  absence  of  the  other 
leaves  you  without  foundation  for  your  appeal. 

Your  Personal  Testimony 

Actually  this  is  witnessing — telling  others  what 
Christ  has  done  for  you.  The  eighth  chapter  of  Acts  tells 
us  that  many  of  these  early  Christians,  more  particularly 
the  laymen,  were  scattered  by  persecution.  The  fourth 
verse  tells  us,  "They  that  were  scattered  abroad  went 
every  where  preaching  the  Word."  You  will  catch  the 
truth  of  it  better  if  you  will  read  it  thus,  "They  that 
were  scattered  talked  about  Jesus  everywhere  they 
went." 

That  is  witnessing!  Talking  about  Jesus  to  those  who 
do  not  know  Him.  For  these  first  Christians,  witnessing 
was  testifying  to  His  resurrection  (since  that  was  a  key 
issue) ,  telling  people  that  He  was  alive  and  was  their 
Redeemer.  Today  your  witness  will  be  primarily  to  His 
forgiveness  of  your  sins  and  of  His  constant  presence  in 
your  life. 

A  Christian  was  talking  with  a  successful  business- 
man. He  was  seeking  for  the  best  way  of  talking  to  him 
about  Christ.  Finally,  calling  him  by  name,  he  said,  "I 
should  like  to  tell  you  about  a  Friend  of  mine,  a  Friend 
who  did  something  very  wonderful  for  me  at  a  time  of 
deep  need  in  my  life."  He  told  him  about  the  defeats  and 
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discouragements  of  his  life.  He  then  told  how  he  met  his 
Friend,  who  changed  everything,  and  brought  peace  and 
hope  and  a  sense  of  purpose  and  meaning  to  hfe.  He  cli- 
maxed this  story  with  words  something  hke  this,  "That 
Friend's  name  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  To  know  Him 
is  to  really  hve — to  be  a  new  creature.  I  should  like 
you  to  know  my  Christ,  for  you  would  find  Him  as  won- 
derful in  your  life  as  I  have  in  mine." 

Except  for  a  very  few  times  this  man  had  not  at- 
tended church  in  many  years,  but  this  testimony  brought 
to  the  surface  a  hunger  long  buried.  He  admitted  the 
hunger.  After  some  instruction  from  God's  Word,  the 
two  men  prayed  and  the  businessman  was  saved.  It  was 
the  personal  testimony  that  made  it  possible. 

This  was  the  method  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  Follow 
him  where  you  will — before  the  mob  in  the  courtyard, 
to  each  of  the  successive  guards  chained  to  him  day  and 
night,  or  before  King  Agrippa — and  you  do  not  find  him 
preaching  (as  we  think  of  preaching)  but  testifying  of 
his  own  experience  with  his  Lord.  At  the  very  end, 
when  people  would  come  to  see  him  as  a  prisoner  in 
Rome,  God's  Word  still  pictures  him  as  not  only  ex- 
plaining the  kingdom  of  God  but  giving  his  personal 
testimony. 

Several  things  become  obvious  to  you  as  you  read  the 
Book  of  Acts. 

1.  Their  testimony  simply  exalted  Christ  and  His 
power  to  save. 

They  did  not  drag  their  opinions  into  their  testi- 
monies. There  were  conflicts  and  prejudice  aplenty  in 
those  days.  (See  chapters  11  and  15  of  The  Acts.)  At 
times  the  Church  gave  serious  consideration  to  these 
prejudices  and  opinions  of  its  members,  for  they  were 
very  frequently  offered  as  God-given  convictions.  It  was 
too  easy  to  claim  divine  authorship  for  their  convictions, 
for  that  was  supposed  to  put  an  end  to  the  argument. 
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They  discovered  then,  as  honest  men  usually  do,  that 
at  least  some  opinions  thought  to  be  of  God  had  actually 
grown  out  of  their  personal  backgrounds,  teachings,  and 
traditions. 

There  were  a  few,  and  only  a  jew,  who  seemed  to 
delight  in  moving  in  among  a  new  group  of  Christians 
with  the  purpose  of  forcing  on  them  their  own  prejudiced 
views  after  someone  else  had  won  them  to  Christ.  They 
were  out  of  place,  and  that  Early  Church  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  tell  them  so!  Souls  counted  with  that  Church — 
not  opinions.  The  Early  Church  came  to  the  very  firm 
and  wise  decision  that  they  would  not  throw  any  un- 
necessary obstacles  before  those  new  Christians,  even 
when  they  did  some  things  that  crossed  centuries  of 
deep-seated  traditions.  (See  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  The 
Acts.) 

So  when  they  needed  to  deal  with  such  points  of 
friction,  they  did  it  as  a  Church.  Such  matters  were  not 
allowed  to  interfere  with  their  evangelistic  purpose.  It 
should  help  us,  to  see  the  care,  patience,  tolerance,  and 
love  displayed  in  correcting  some  very  wrong  practices, 
even  a  half-century  after  Christ — practices  that  are  ob- 
noxious to  us!    Let  us  read,  and  note,  and  learn! 

He  that  would  win  souls  must  be  wise,  and  one  point 
where  that  wisdom  will  be  manifest  is  right  here.  It 
will  not  be  your  job  to  invite  people  to  your  personal 
convictions,  but  to  Christ.  It  would  be  difficult  to  em- 
phasize this  point  too  much,  for  it  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance. To  ignore  this  is  to  be  fruitless  in  the  work  of 
personal  evangelism. 

You  will  need  to  get  your  heart  and  mind  clear  at 
this  point  from  the  beginning.  You  must  make  the  way 
of  salvation  simple — as  simple  as  the  Master  did. 

Your  testimony  will  be  effectively  used  of  God  just 
so  long  as  you  will  keep  it  a  witness  to  Him  and  His  grace. 
Dilute  that  with  anything  else  and  it  is  weakened  even 
to  complete  ineffectiveness. 
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2.    Witnessin-g  is  done  outside  the  church. 

This  is  true  because  of  its  very  nature.  Witnessing 
is  telling  someone  who  does  not  know.  Thus,  testimonies 
in  a  midweek  service  fall  short  of  the  full  meaning  of 
witnessing  as  intended  by  Christ.  Such  testimony  meet- 
ings serve  as  encouragement  to  the  Christians,  but  our 
great  tragedy  is  that  we  have  confined  our  testimony  to 
the  four  walls  of  the  church.  As  a  consequence  we  are 
not  witnesses  "in  Jerusalem  .  .  .  Judaea  .  .  .  and  unto 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth."  Inside  the  church  we 
offer  praises  unto  the  Lord.  And  that  is  good!  But  let 
us  do  more  than  that  lest  we  busy  ourselves  with  in- 
forming those  who  already  know. 

What  would  have  happened  had  the  120  confined 
their  testimony  to  the  Upper  Room?  What  would  be 
our  state  today  had  they  done  that?  The  hope  of  the 
world — the  very  kingdom  of  God — rested  in  their  carr>'- 
ing  their  testimonies  outside  that  room,  even  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  world.  Only  thus  could  they  be  called 
His  witnesses. 

What  brought  persecution  to  these  first  Christians? 
Witnessing  to  the  reality  of  the  risen  Lord!  Each  time 
they  were  brought  before  the  courts  the  complaint  was 
that  they  continued  to  talk  about  this  Jesus.  Each  time 
they  were  released  they  were  counseled  to  speak  no  more 
in  His  name. 

In  plain  words,  the  demand  was,  "Keep  quiet!"  Had 
they  listened  they  would  have  Hved,  but  they  counted 
not  their  lives  dear  unto  themselves.  They  witnessed  that 
others  might  know,  and  in  losing  their  lives — found  life! 

Is  this  not  precisely  your  battle  now,  and  mine?  The 
enemy  does  not  want  you  to  have  Christ  in  your  life,  but 
he  will  not  even  be  overly  exercised  about  that  if  you 
will  only  keep  quiet  about  it.  You  cannot  do  much 
damage  to  his  cause  if  you  are  silent.  By  that  same  token 
neither  will  you  be  of  much  help  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 
The  enemy  gains  on  both  scores. 
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The  first  Christians  were  told  that  if  they  knew  what 
was  good  for  them  they  would  hear  and  heed.  How  dev- 
astatingly  simple  was  their  answer,  "We  ought  to  obey 
God"!  Confronted  with  the  threatening  retort  that  if  they 
spoke  again  in  His  name  they  would  be  killed,  they 
argued  not  nor  pleaded  their  case.  They  answered 
humbly,  kindly,  but  firmly,  ''We  cannot  but  speak." 

So!  And  they  proved  it.  Out  of  which  knowledge 
arises  again  our  shame,  for  we  are  able  to  keep  quiet 
about  our  Christ.  No  good  news  bursting  from  our  lips 
— except  inside  the  church,  where  it  is  not  news  at  all! 

You  have  now  come  to  the  place  where  you  freely 
admit  this,  and  by  God's  help  you  purpose  to  do  more. 

There  are  two  basic  purposes  in  giving  your  personal 
testimony  to  another  person:  (1)  to  exalt  your  Christ,  to 
brag  on  Him,  if  so  human  a  word  may  be  used;  (2)  to 
bring  hope  to  another  and  thus  to  be  used  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  convict  of  sin  and  to  persuade  to  action. 

Doubtless  the  second  is  swallowed  up  in  the  first, 
for  exalting  our  Christ  is  the  underlying  purpose  in  all 
Christian  activity.  The  building  up  of  self  has  no  part 
in  it.  You  cannot  witness  of  self  and  Christ  at  the  same 
time.  It  is  your  personal  testimony,  but  if  self-exaltation 
creeps  into  it  there  is  no  witness.  An  attitude  of  humility 
is  essential  to  witnessing.  Humility  can't  be  put  on.  It  is 
a  flower  that  can  be  grown  only  in  the  soil  of  increasing 
realization  and  appreciation  of  what  Christ  has  done  in 
your  own  life. 

One  was  dealing  with  a  person  whose  life  had  been 
dark  and  shameful.  The  story  of  some  of  the  deeds  and 
binding  habits  was  poured  out  of  a  broken  heart.  "You 
are  no  doubt  shocked  by  this  confession  and  will  agree 
with  my  own  feeling  that  there  is  no  hope  for  me." 

The  Christian  answered,  "I  have  no  condemnation 
for  you.  I  too  have  sinned.  Not  the  same  sins,  but  all 
sin  is  dark  before  God.    I  am  a  sinner  redeemed  by  the 
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grace  of  God.  I  once  felt  there  was  no  hope  but  I  dis- 
covered that  in  Christ  there  is  hope  for  every  person. 
You  will  discover,  as  I  did,  that  Christ  does  not  shame 
us  in  our  sin,  but  died  to  save  us  from  our  sins.  I  have 
cast  my  lot  with  Him.  You  can,  too,  if  you  really  want 
to." 

Such  a  testimony  can  be  used  of  God  to  convict  of 
sin  and  to  hold  out  the  hope  of  righteousness.  It  strikes 
at  both  a  basic  need  and  a  basic  hunger  of  all  people. 

The  enthusiasTTi  of  satisfied  customers  has  long  been 
recognized  as  the  best  advertisement  of  any  product. 
How  often  the  "children  of  this  world  are  in  their  gen- 
eration wiser  than  the  children  of  Hght"!  But  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  is  always  up-to-date!  He  knew  this  truth 
long  before  the  twentieth  century  age  of  advertising. 
From  the  beginning  His  plan  of  convincing  men  of  Christ's 
power  and  willingness  to  meet  human  need  has  been  by 
the  personal  testimony  of  those  who  have  found  it  so. 

See,  then,  the  consequences  of  our  silence — serious 
and  tragic  beyond  our  comprehension. 

A  Christian  traveler  stopped  outside  a  northwestern 
city  to  give  a  young  man  a  Hft.  As  they  drove  through 
the  mountainous  country  they  talked  of  many  things. 
Finally  the  Christian  brought  the  conversation  to  spiritual 
things.  The  young  man  was  not  a  Christian.  He  had  been 
reared  in  a  certain  church,  but  some  years  before  some- 
thing had  happened  which  turned  him  against  his  faith — 
the  only  religion  he  knew.  The  Christian  told  him  of 
Christ,  to  whom  he  could  go  directly,  pour  out  the  con- 
fession of  his  sins,  and  find  a  forgiveness  so  real  that  it 
would  bring  peace  and  a  sense  of  well-being,  as  well  as 
the  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  all  was  well.  He  told  him 
that  he  himself  had  taken  that  way,  had  come  directly 
to  his  Christ,  and  found  it  to  be  true. 

Following  this  testimony  there  was  some  explanation 
from  God's  Word.   It  was  climaxed  with  this  young  man's 
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confessing  his  sins  in  prayer  that  night  and  finding  for- 
giveness in  Christ.  There  was  a  sense  of  joy  in  both 
hearts  as  they  drove  on  through  the  snow.  Then,  a  ques- 
tion from  this  new  convert,  "I  have  been  around  people 
of  your  rehgion  all  my  life,  and  not  one  of  them  ever 
talked  to  me  about  this.  Why  didn't  someone  tell  me 
before?" 

That  we  should  tell  others  is  more  than  the  plan  of 
Christ — it  is  also  the  command  of  Christ.  The  enemy's 
strong  opposition  to  the  plan  is  irrefutable  evidence  that 
it  would  be  a  very  effective  method.  Carry  that  assur- 
ance with  you  as  you  testify  to  others. 


The  Word  of  God 

A  Christian  had  been  dealing  with  another  man  for 
several  days  without  results.  One  day  this  man,  under 
conviction,  opened  up  his  soul  to  the  Christian  and  told 
of  a  life  so  entangled  and  comphcated  that  one  might  well 
despair  that  it  could  ever  be  untangled.  At  the  end  of 
his  story  he  said,  "For  the  life  of  me,  I  don't  see  how 
that  mess  can  ever  be  straightened  out.  I  don't  see  how 
there  can  be  any  help  for  me,  since  I  am  so  entangled 
in  the  situation." 

The  Christian  sat  in  silence  a  minute  or  so.  He  could 
think  of  no  explanation,  no  answer.  It  was  indeed  a 
complicated  case.  After  a  bit  he  replied,  "I  cannot  pos- 
sibly tell  you  how  it  can  be  untangled.  If  it  depended 
upon  me  I  would  probably  be  prone  to  agree  that  there 
is  not  much  hope.  I  have  only  one  thing  to  say.  My 
Christ  said,  'Him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out.'  Now,  He  knew  before  He  ever  spoke  those 
words  that  there  would  be  a  lot  of  entanglements  in 
human  lives,  even  worse  than  yours.  But  knowing  that, 
He  still  made  that  promise.  That  is  hope  enough.  Why 
don*t  you  give  your  heart,  your  life  to  Christ?   He  prom- 
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ised  to  receive  you.  I  also  believe  that  He  always  has 
an  answer  to  the  problems  that  are  too  much  for  you 
and  me." 

This  was  all  this  man  had  to  take  hold  of — a  promise 
of  Christ  not  to  turn  away  any  person  who  came  unto 
Him  under  any  conditions.  It  was  his  only  gUmmer  of 
hope  in  a  picture  totally  dark  outside  of  that.  He  took 
hold  of  it,  a  simple  promise  from  God's  Word,  and  found 
peace  in  Christ. 

The  Sword 

God's  Word  continues  in  all  ages  as  the  Sword  of  the 
Spirit.  It  not  only  can  pierce  the  heart  with  conviction 
when  all  else  fails,  but  frequently  is  the  only  ray  of 
light  when  all  else  is  darkness. 

The  Foundation  of  Faith 

Unless  a  man's  faith  is  based  on  God's  Word  it  has 
no  foundation  at  all.  You  will  seldom,  if  ever,  make  an 
initial  thrust  with  this  Sword  as  you  approach  to  a  needy 
heart,  but  it  must  be  used  of  the  Spirit  to  deepen  con- 
viction, strengthen  hope,  and  provide  footing  for  a  souFs 
approach  to  his  Master. 

We  honor  God  through  honoring  His  Word.  In  His 
attention  to  the  Word,  Christ  becomes  our  supreme  Ex- 
ample. In  addition  to  honoring  His  Word  in  your  faith 
and  life,  at  least  two  promises  from  God's  Word  reveal 
its  central  importance  for  the  soul  winner. 

1.  "My  word  .  .  .  shall  not  return  unto  me  void, 
but  it  shall  accomplish  .  .  ."   (Isaiah  55:11). 

This  has  been  wrongly  used  by  some  as  a  guarantee 
that  a  certain  person  will  inevitably  be  saved.  Not  so! 
No  such  assurance  is  possible,  since  a  person's  salvation 
must  ultimately  depend  on  his  own  voluntary  choice. 

This  is  God's  guarantee  to  you  that,  if  you  will  sow 
this  eternal  seed  of  God's  Word,  He  will  take  the  re- 
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sponsibility  of  seeing  that  every  possible  bit  of  influence 
of  that  Word  is  exercised  in  that  needy  heart. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  Saul  of  Tarsus 
found  his  heart  pricked  no  less  by  this  Sword  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  hand  of  Stephen  than  by  Stephen's  testi- 
mony in  Christlike  spirit.  He  was  not  the  last  person 
to  be  caught  up  short  on  some  Damascus  road  long 
after  the  initial  thrust  of  that  Sword  had  been  made. 
His  Word   follows   after — to   accomplish. 

Two  Christian  men  talked  with  one  who  was  not  a 
Christian  as  they  ate  in  a  cafe.  They  were  trying  to 
lead  him  to  Christ.  At  the  end  of  the  meal  this  man 
made  a  statement  as  to  future  intentions  and  to  some 
future  plans.  One  of  the  Christian  men  replied,  "That  is 
all  very  well — but  God  said  .  .  ." — and  he  quoted  a 
scripture.  Some  three  years  later  those  three  men  met 
again.  All  three  were  Christians  then.  The  testimony 
of  this  new  Christian  was  that  the  one  parting  quotation 
from  God's  Word  was  what  followed  after  him  and  finally 
brought  him  to  Christ. 

2.  "Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away:  but  my  words 
shall  not  pass  away"  (Mark  13:  31) . 

You  are  not  only  interested  in  seeing  an  initial  de- 
cision for  Christ,  but  in  helping  to  establish  this  new 
Christian  in  the  faith.  It  is  therefore  of  utmost  importance 
that  from  the  very  beginning  his  coming  to  Christ  be  on 
the  basis  of  His  Word,  and  that  this  same  Word  be  the 
ground  of  his  faith. 

In  the  changing  conditions  of  life  your  opinions  and 
advice  to  him  will  help  but  little.  Time  will  even  wear 
away  the  fine  edge  of  influence  that  your  personal  testi- 
mony had  with  him  in  the  beginning.  All  props,  good 
and  bad,  at  some  time  give  way  under  the  pressures  of 
life.  The  shallow  Christian,  without  adequate  founda- 
tion, goes  down  with  his  falling  props.  But  the  Christian 
who  has  used  God's  Word,  not  as  a  prop,  but  as  a  bedrock 
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foundation,  will  come  through  the  storms  and  bear  up 
under  the  stress  of  pressure.  ".  .  .  my  words  shall  not 
pass  away." 

It  will  remain  as  a  basic  rule  with  you  that  you  will 
not  use  God's  Word  to  win  arguments.  It  will  be  used  only 
to  point  to  Christ,  to  bring  encouragement  to  the  doubt- 
ing or  despairing,  and  to  strengthen  faith. 

Workman  Unashamed 

It  is  self-evident  that  if  you  are  to  do  this  you  must 
have  a  basic  working  knowledge  of  God's  Word.  You 
will  increase  this  knowledge  and  your  effectiveness  in 
using  it  with  time  and  experience.  But  you  need  not 
wait  to  start. 

You  will  not  concern  yourself  too  much  with  fears 
over  theological  arguments,  or  technical  and  trick  ques- 
tions. You  are  interested  in  one  thing — how  you  may 
use  God's  Word  effectively  to  show  people  the  way  to 
Christ.  You  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  learn  a  simple 
presentation  of  the  steps  involved  in  giving  one's  heart 
to  Christ,  nor  to  memorize  the  few  verses  necessary  to 
give  a  Bible  background  for  these  steps. 

At  the  end  of  this  chapter  are  five  steps  for  you  to 
follow  in  leading  a  person  to  Christ  with  three  scriptures 
for  each.  You  would  do  well  to  mark  these  in  your  Bible 
and  to  start  now  to  commit  them  to  memory.  One  verse 
each  day  for  two  weeks  will  complete  them.  As  you  move 
along,  keep  reviewing  the  ones  you  have  already  learned, 
so  that  they  will  become  firmly  fixed  in  your  mind.  Re- 
peat them  as  you  walk  to  school,  ride  the  bus,  go  about 
your  homework,  in  the  kitchen,  or  on  the  job.  Learn  the 
address  as  you  learn  the  scripture.  Actually,  learn- 
ing the  scripture's  location  is  more  important  than  learning 
the  scripture  itself. 

The  next  chapter  will  give  some  true  life  examples 
of  how  these  five  steps  and  scriptures  may  be  used  in 
real-hfe  situations. 
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Step  One:  Our  Need  of  a  Saviour 

1.  Romcins  3:  23 

2.  Galatians  6:  7 

3.  Romans  6: 23 

Step  Two:  Christ  Died  to  Redeem  You 

4.  John  3:16 

5.  Isaiah  53:  5-6 

6.  II  Corinthians  5: 21 


Step  Three:    You  Cannot  Save  Yourself 

7. 

Titus  3:5 

8. 

Ephesians  2:8-9 

9. 

John  1:12 

Step  Four: 

Conditions  to  Be  Met 

10. 

I  John  1:9 

11. 

Isaiah  55:7 

12. 

Isaiah  55: 6 

Step  Five:    The  Exercise  of  Faith 

13.  Hebrews  11: 6 

14.  John  6:37 

15.  I  John  3:21 


Think  on  These  Things 

1.  What   are   some   of   the   advantages   of   personal 
evangeUsm  as  compared  to  other  methods? 

2.  Why  are  a  testimony  and  God's  Word  so  effective- 
ly used  by  the  Holy  Spirit? 

3.  What  is  witnessing?    What  does  one  seek  to  do 
when  he  witnesses? 

4.  Study  the  above  scriptures  and  think  of  how  you 
may  apply  them. 
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Chapter  IV 

Hints  for  the  Harvest 

Harvest  .  .  .  plenteous  .  .  .  labourers  .  .  .  few  (Mat- 
thew 9:37). 

One  day  a  man  was  praying  earnestly  for  another 
for  whom  he  had  carried  a  burden  for  some  months.  He 
prayed  this  day  as  he  had  prayed  many  days,  "O  Lord, 
convict  him  of  sin  and  make  him  uncomfortable  and 
miserable  until  he  does  what  he  knows  he  ought  to  do. 
Help  him  to  know  that  Jesus  loves  him,  and  will  save 
him  now  if  he  will  but  come  to  Him." 

The  Lord  interrupted  this  prayer.  He  asked,  '*If 
you  are  really  concerned  about  this  man,  and  would 
really  like  to  see  him  give  his  heart  to  the  Lord,  go  tell 
him.  You  are  praying  that  I  will  help  him  to  know  that 
the  Lord  will  save  him.  Why  don't  you  go  tell  him  that 
the  Lord  will  save  him?" 

This  man  found  it  very  difficult  to  do  personal  work 
outside  the  church.  His  fears  had  defeated  him  many 
a  time.  This  day  he  tried  to  talk  the  Lord  out  of  this 
idea,  but  the  Lord  continued  to  press  it  upon  his  heart 
that  if  he  were  really  that  concerned  he  should  find  some 
kind  of  expression.  After  some  struggle  of  soul  this 
Christian  went  to  the  man  and  spoke  to  him.  He  gave 
him  his  personal  testimony.  He  told  him  how  concerned 
he  had  been  for  him  and  how  anxious  he  was  to  see  him 
give  his  heart  to  Christ.  To  his  surprise  this  man  was 
hungry.  He  had  been  very  hesitant  to  attempt  a  move 
in  a  public  service,  though  his  hunger  was  very  great. 
That  day  he  gave  his  heart  to  Christ. 
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You  have  previously  looked  at  some  of  the  personal 
requisites  for  the  person  who  would  be  a  winning  witness. 
In  addition  to  these,  there  are 

Other  Factors  Necessary  in  Personal  Evangelism 

You  Must  Have  Contact  with  Those  Who  Need  Christ 

One  problem  of  our  church  is  that  of  the  empty  pew, 
but  this  grows  out  of  other  problems.  The  unconcern 
of  those  on  the  outside  is  surpassed  only  by  the  uncon- 
cern of  us  on  the  inside.  Doubtless  when  God's  children 
take  seriously  His  command  to  carry  the  good  news  out- 
side the  walls  of  the  church,  there  will  be  more  of  those 
on  the  outside  coming  inside  as  His  children. 

Attention  to  biography  and  life  around  us  reveals 
that  at  this  point  of  contact  there  are  several  types  of 
people: 

1.  Those  who  apparently  live  close  to  God  but  far 
from  people. 

2.  Those  who  live  close  to  people  but  not  very  close 
to  God. 

3.  Those  who  are  drawn  away  from  both  God  and 
man. 

4.  Those  who  live  close  to  both  God  and  man. 

It  is  only  this  fourth  class  which  holds  promise  of  bearing 
much  fruit. 

Any  emphasis  on  "come  out  from  among  them,  and 
be  ye  separate"  or  "peculiar  people"  which  allows  for  a 
breaking  of  contact  with  needy  souls  misses  completely 
both  the  meaning  of  these  scriptures  and  the  very  pur- 
pose of  holiness. 

You  will  have  noticed  that  of  those  new  people 
reached  by  your  church,  and  who  attend  the  services  with 
even  reasonable  regularity,  almost  all  are  won  to  the 
Lord  ere  long.  This  fact  likewise  tells  you  that  our  great 
failure  is  at  the  j>oint  of  contact.    Our  church  services 
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do  not  have  contact  with  enough  people  who  know  not 
Christ. 

More  than  promotional  drives  for  attendance  will 
be  necessary  to  meet  this  need.  Moreover,  an  honest 
search  for  souls  must  not  be  submerged  in  an  inordinate 
emphasis  on  statistics. 

Beyond  every  attendance  campaign,  each  of  us  must 
become  concerned  about  this  matter  of  contact  in  daily 
life.  If  we,  personally,  would  win  souls  we  must  have 
personal  contact  with  those  who  are  lost. 

In  one  evangelistic  campaign  things  were  going  as 
usual.  SUghtly  more  than  one-half  of  the  members  were 
present  for  the  average  week-night  service.  There  had 
been  seekers  in  almost  every  service.  The  seekers  were 
members  needing  to  be  refreshed,  reclaimed,  or  sancti- 
fied. There  were  no  new  converts  for  the  very  simple 
reason  that  there  were  no  prospects  attending  the  serv- 
ices. 

In  one  service  the  speaker  asked,  "How  long  has  it 
been  since  you  talked  with  some  person — any  person — 
outside  a  church  service  about  giving  his  heart  to  Christ? 
If  only  a  few  would  do  it,  within  the  next  few  days  I 
believe  we  would  see  some  results  in  our  services." 

The  next  afternoon  one  of  the  women  of  the  church 
was  in  prayer  and  was  praying  for  her  next-door  neigh- 
bor. She  had  prayed  for  her  many  times  but  had  never 
invited  her  to  church.  This  neighbor  did  not  attend  church 
anywhere. 

With  considerable  fright,  and  after  no  little  battle, 
she  went  to  her  neighbor — not  to  try  to  win  her  to  the 
Lord  that  afternoon — but  to  do  two  things:  to  witness 
to  her,  and  to  invite  her  to  the  evening  service.  The  j>er- 
sonal  testimony  brought  to  the  surface  a  hunger  long 
hidden  and  questions  long  restrained.  The  invitation  to 
church  brought  this  surprising  response,  "Oh,  yes!  I 
have  often  wondered  if  people  who  were  not  members 
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could  attend  that  church."  (It  was  a  lovely  chapel,  a 
home  mission  church  about  three  years  old.)  "I  have 
wanted  to  attend  several  times,  but  was  not  sure.  I  don't 
even  know  why  I  have  wanted  to  attend,  but — well,  I 
have." 

In  retrospect,  it  seems  she  could  have  been  led  to 
Christ  then  and  there.  Regardless,  she  was  in  church 
that  night  for  the  first  time.  When  the  invitation  was 
given  she  responded  and  was  wonderfully  saved. 

Let  us  admit  that  this  true  story  is  more  favorable 
than  the  norm,  and  that  normally  we  could  not  expect 
so  ready  a  response.  It  still  points  up  a  hunger  far  more 
universal  than  we  know,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 
contact  with  the  lost  if  we  are  to  win  the  lost. 

You  Must  Learn  to  Recognize  Opportunities 

This  will  become  easier  for  you  with  experience. 
You  must  seek  to  become  like  Philip,  the  layman,  recog- 
nizing opportunities  everywhere.  The  Lord  gave  him 
only  two  points  of  guidance.  One  was  to  go  down  to- 
wards Gaza,  and  the  other  was  to  join  himself  to  the 
chariot.  That  was  all!  Nothing  about  what  he  would 
find  or  what  he  should  do  But  Philip  recognized  an 
opportunity.  A  new  convert  was  won  and  this  new  con- 
vert became  the  first  herald  of  good  news  to  Africa. 

You  Must  Maintain  a  Deep  Sense  of  Responsibility 

A  sense  of  responsibihty  is  not  the  same  as  compas- 
sion for  souls.  It  may  precede  such  compassion  or  come 
after.  The  two  will  grow  together.  Perhaps  nothing 
could  help  you  toward  this  sense  of  responsibility  more 
than  a  frequent  reading  of  the  third  and  thirty-third 
chapters  of  Ezekicl. 

You  Must  Refuse  to  |Be  Discouraged)  Despair 

At  first  the  word  was  "discouraged,"  but  you  will 
know  discouragement,  especially  in  times  of  mistakes 
and  failures.    But  discouragement  need  not  leac    to  de- 


spair.    It  may  serve  to  lead  to  a  place  of  renewal,  at  His 
feet. 

You  Must  Learn  to  Work  with  God's  Word 

Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  continuing  effort  and 
experience  here. 

The  fifteen  basic  scriptures  you  are  memorizing  have 
been  selected  to  help  you  do  several  things  in  your  use 
of  God's  Word: 

1.  To  show  a  person  that  he  is  lost  and  hopeless 
outside  of  Christ. 

2.  To  show  the  convicted  sinner  the  way  to  Christ. 

3.  To  give  him  a  basis  for  faith,  so  that  he  may  not 
only  believe,  but  become  estabhshed  in  grace. 

You  are  entering  now  the  harvest  field.  There  will 
immediately  arise  some  questions. 

To  Whom  Shall  I  Speak? 

In  a  broad  sense,  every  person  is  a  prospect,  but  for 
all  practical  purposes  you  will  probably  start  out  in  cer- 
tain circles  of  acquaintance.  Here  are  some  of  the  more 
obvious  possibilities. 

Your  Friends 

One  by  one  you  may  find  opportunity  to  speak  with 
them.  Sad  the  plight  of  that  Christian  who  has  no  friends 
outside  the  church  fellowship. 

Experience  teaches  that  they  who  are  genuine  and 
constant  in  their  Christian  life  before  their  unchristian 
friends,  and  who  use  appropriate  opportunity  to  witness 
to  them,  not  only  have  the  greatest  influence  but  also 
have  the  easiest  time  in  Christian  living. 

Not  that  it  will  be  needed  in  actual  practice,  but  a 
word  of  caution  may  bring  ease  and  encouragement  to 
your  own  soul  when  attacked  by  the  enemy.  The  enemy's 
strategy  to  defeat  the  Lord's  witness  is  twofold,  approach- 
ing first  from  one  flank  and  then  the  other. 
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1.  His  initial  strategy,  as  you  have  already  found, 
is  to  convince  you  to  "keep  quiet!"  He  wins  the  battle 
at  this  point  with  most  Christians. 

2.  If  he  fails  here  and  one  dares  to  start  out  to  be 
a  fruitful  witness,  the  second  strategy  is  employed — 
that  of  trying  to  p>ersuade  you  that  you  must  talk  to 
every  person  you  meet,  no  matter  what  the  conditions, 
and  try  to  force  your  religion  on  people.  Then,  when 
you  fail  to  do  it,  he  returns  to  accuse  you  of  failure  and 
of  being  ashamed  of  Christ. 

Listening  to  him  on  either  count  is  equally  defeat- 
ing. You  will  follow,  confidently,  in  the  steps  of  your 
Master.  Certainly  each  of  your  friends  is  one  to  whom 
you  should  witness,  but  it  will  not  be  a  crowding,  F>er- 
sistent,  pestering  sort  of  thing. 

Happy  that  Christian  who  after  a  few  years  can 
realize,  that,  as  good  opportunity  was  afforded,  he  has 
talked  to  each  of  his  friends  one  by  one  about  his  Christ. 

Your  Fellow  Workmen 

No  matter  the  job  or  profession,  this  will  be  a  field 
of  particular  opportunity  to  you. 

A  nurse  had  promised  the  Lord  to  try  to  be  faithful 
in  personal  evangelism.  The  day  following  her  promise 
she  faced  the  rather  startling  question,  But  to  whom 
shall  I  speak?  Her  area  of  acquaintance  had  been  re- 
stricted, but  she  thought  it  through  to  this  wise  con- 
clusion, Most  of  my  acquaintances  are  nurses  with  whom 
I  work  and  with  whom  I  live  in  the  nurses'  home — I  will 
seek  to  win  some  of  them. 

She  did.  A  few  months  later  she  attended  camp 
meeting  with  four  other  nurses.  She  said  to  one  of  the 
speakers,  "The  Lord  has  helped  me  to  win  three  of 
these  to  Him,  and  I  am  believing  for  the  fourth  during 
this  camp  meeting." 

It  is  not  easy  for  one  to  become  a  Christian  and  then 
continue  to  work  with  those  with  whom  he  had  Hved  an 
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unchristian  life.  He  often  finds  it  difficult,  not  only  to 
stand  now  for  Christ,  but  to  know  how  to  be  an  effective 
witness.  It  will  take  time.  Of  course,  the  break  with  sin 
and  all  known  wrong  must  be  immediate,  but  one's 
declaration  of  faith  must  usually  await  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity. Here  is  a  place  where  the  change  of  conversation 
and  conduct  will  be  your  opening  witness.  Eventually 
questions  will  be  asked.  Then  your  witness  will  become 
vocal  as  you  simply  tell  what  Christ  has  done  for  you. 
Your  influence  will  gradually  begin  to  spread  and  your 
opportunities  of  speaking  for  Christ  will  increase. 

Your  Family  and  Relatives 

Strangely  enough,  you  may  well  find  this  the  most 
difficult  group  of  all  to  whom  to  speak.  No  illustrations 
are  necessary.  You  have  your  own.  Just  a  word  of 
counsel;  here  again  your  vocal  witness  will  not  be  con- 
stant and  nagging.  Let  the  witness  of  your  life,  your 
spirit,  be  constant  by  all  means.  In  dealing  with  relatives, 
let  it  be  a  prayerful,  loving,  occasional,  Spirit-directed 
procedure.  They  seldom  are  as  hard  as  we  fear,  and 
just  why  we  are  so  fearful  with  our  own  relatives  we 
do  not  know.   We  only  know  it  is  a  fact. 

Occasional  Contacts  '^r  Strangers 

Likely  in  the  beginning  you  will  not  deal  very  much 
with  strangers.  But  you  will  develop  in  this  work  under 
the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  you  will  find  op- 
portunities in  what  may  seem  on  the  surface  to  be  chance 
contacts.  Beneath  the  surface  will  be  an  all-wise  God 
arranging  these  chance  meetings,  trusting  you  to  speak. 

A  Christian  businessman  from  a  small  town  had  just 
settled  back  in  his  chair  for  a  long  train  trip  across  the 
nation.  It  was  during  the  last  great  war  and  something 
had  gone  wrong.  He  had  made  reservation  on  a  plane 
but  there  had  been  some  mix-up.  It  was  too  late  to  get 
Pullman  reservations,  so  he  faced  the  long  trip  on  the 
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coach.  He  did  not  like  it,  but  it  was  typical  of  him  that 
he  silently  prayed,  "Now,  Lord,  I  personally  would  have 
preferred  the  plane,  but  I  take  it  You  have  a  good  reason 
for  its  being  the  way  it  is.  If  You  have  a  work  for  me 
to  do  on  this  train,  help  me  to  do  it." 

On  this  long  trip  he  found  opportunity  to  talk  with 
seventeen  different  people,  and  each  time  he  managed 
to  work  in  a  word  of  testimony.  Of  the  seventeen,  he 
led  three  to  the  Lord. 

He  was  able  to  do  this  only  because  of  his  faithful- 
ness in  personal  evangelism  in  daily  contacts  back  home. 
Most  of  us  wiU  never  do  that  well. 

The  list  of  opportunities  could  be  lengthened,  but 
these  four  areas  indicate  the  open  field. 

Where  Shall  I  Speak  to  People? 

You  do  not  need  detailed  instructions.  You  may 
consider  any  place,  any  condition,  appropriate  if  it  does 
not  violate  either  of  these  two  basic  principles: 

1.  Speak  only  when  swrrounding  conditions  will  not 
be  emh  arras  sing  to  the  person  you  seek  to  win. 

Here  is  where  the  enemy's  strategy  is  used  against 
you  again.  He  will  try  to  tell  you  to  ignore  conditions, 
situations,  and  the  feelings  of  others.  "Speak  out  if  you 
are  not  ashamed!"  Don't  listen!  You  are  not  ashamed, 
but  he  that  would  win  souls  must  be  \v'ise. 

Normally,  almost  without  exception,  if  the  place  or 
the  presence  of  other  people  would  produce  an  embar- 
rassing situation  for  the  F>erson  you  seek  to  win,  you 
had  better  let  it  go  until  the  Lord  gives  you  a  better 
opportunity.  You  can  accept  this  as  a  rule — you  are  never 
serving  God  well  when  you  are  embarrassing  any  person. 

A  certain  church  was  located  next  to  a  service  sta- 
tion. On  a  Sunday  night,  just  before  the  evening  service, 
a  young  doctor  and  his  wife  drove  up  to  the  pump  for 
fuel.    This  doctor  had  attended  this  church  a  few  times 
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and  was  a  good  prospect.  He  was  not  a  Christian.  A  man 
from  the  church,  with  more  nerve  than  wisdom,  walked 
from  the  church  to  the  car  and  handed  the  doctor  a 
tract.  He  then  started  talking  to  him  about  his  need  of 
Christ,  telling  him  that  if  he  cared  at  all  he  would  pray 
right  there  and  give  his  heart  to  God.  The  doctor  was 
very  much  embarrassed  but  graciously  kind.  He  drove 
away.  Several  years  have  passed  but  he  has  not  been 
in  that  church  again. 

This  Christian  was  not  a  good  witness.  He  broke 
a  basic  rule  of  effective  discipleship. 

2.  You  will  normally  speak  to  a  person  only  when 
he  is  alone. 

There  will  be  a  few  exceptions,  such  as  when  you 
may  occasionally  deal  with  a  husband  and  wife  together, 
but  the  exceptions  will  be  rare.  You  will  probably  never 
deal  with  children,  and  especially  teen-agers,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  their  parents  or  others. 

The  presence  of  others  who  are  not  Christians  usually 
creates  embarrassment,  and  the  presence  of  others  who 
are  Christians  usually  results  in  interference. 

One  had  driven  to  the  country  to  speak  to  a  man 
whose  wife  was  a  very  genuine  Christian  and  loyal 
church  member.  The  personal  worker  tried  to  get  the 
man  alone,  but  the  good  wife  did  not  take  the  hints. 
Finally  he  started  dealing  with  the  man  in  her  presence. 
The  man  was  not  hard  and  was  hungry  for  Christ.  It 
looked  favorable  for  a  decision  for  Christ.  There  was 
one  difficulty.  As  he  sought  to  instruct  and  advise  the 
man,  using  God's  Word,  the  wife  in  sincere  concern  kept 
breaking  in  point  by  point  with  such  words  as,  "That  is 
what  I  have  been  trying  to  tell  my  husband,"  or,  "That 
is  exactly  the  way  I  have  seen  that  scripture  for  years. 
Why,  when  I  was  a  girl  .  .  ."  The  opportunity  was 
ruined,  an  oppKDrtunity  that  might  have  ended  in  victor^' 
if  the  personal  worker  could  have  had  the  man  alone. 
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A  father  and  mother  spoke  to  an  evangelist  about 
their  married  son,  who  was  not  a  Christian.  The  evan- 
gelist asked  for  the  address  and  said,  ''You  pray  for  me 
this  afternoon,  and  I  will  visit  your  son  and  talk  to  him." 

When  he  arrived  at  the  son's  home,  to  his  dismay 
he  discovered  that  not  only  were  the  parents  there,  but 
another  couple  had  come  along  to  see  the  evangelist  win 
this  man  for  the  Lord. 

The  evangelist  immediately  made  up  his  mind  that 
he  would  make  it  only  a  friendly  visit  and  would  not 
deal  with  the  man  under  those  conditions.  But  it  was 
not  to  work  out  so  smoothly.    After  a  few  minutes  the 

mother  said,  "Son,  we  have  talked  to  Brother  

about  you,  and  he  has  come  over  this  afternoon  to  talk 
with  you  about  your  soul."  The  evangelist  tried  to  make 
the  most  of  it  and  did  ask  a  few  questions  of  this  son. 
Remarks  and  exhortations  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
room.  The  son  and  his  wife  were  obviously  embarrassed. 
The  speaker  brought  it  to  a  close  this  way,  "You  know 
if  you  would  like  to  give  your  heart  to  the  Lord  this 
afternoon.  If  you  do,  I  will  pray  with  you  now.  If  you 
had  rather  not,  I  will  respect  you  and  your  home  enough 
not  to  try  to  insist  on  it  or  to  press  the  point.  You  give 
me  the  word." 

Great  relief  and  obvious  appreciation  was  on  his 
face  as  he  said,  "I  believe  not  today."  So  the  evangelist 
extended  a  friendly  hand  and  left. 

What  Approach  Shall  I  Use? 

You  will  soon  discover  that  this  is  one  of  the  two 
hardest  points  of  personal  evangelism. 

1.  The  first  point  of  extreme  difficulty  is  asking  the 
first  question  that  briiigs  the  conversation  to  the  spirittud 
purpose.  You  will  find  that  you  can  talk  around  the 
world  and  still  find  it  hard  to  make  this  first  statement 
or  ask  the  first  question  which  brings  a  person  face  to 
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face  with  his  need  of  Christ.  Even  when  your  heart  is 
heavily  burdened  you  will  find  it  so.  You  will,  at  times, 
go  on  and  on  with  small  talk  and  eventually  go  away 
without  ever  breaking  through  the  sound  barrier  to  deal 
with  that  person. 

When  you  do  break  through  and  get  to  the  purpose, 
you  may  find  that  you  can  carry  on  step  by  step  without 
too  much  difficulty. 

2.  Then,  at  the  end,  comes  the  second  point  of  great 
difficulty — asking  the  person  to  do  something  now.  Even 
after  getting  a  person  to  admit  his  need  and  hunger,  you 
will  be  prone  to  shake  his  hand  and  say,  "God  bless  you. 
I  will  be  praying  for  you  and  asking  God  to  help  you  go 
all  the  way  through." 

It  will  not  be  easy  for  you  to  act  in  the  first  instance 
or  to  ask  the  other  person  to  act  in  the  second  instance. 

You  will  use,  not  just  one,  but  many  different  meth- 
ods of  approach.  You  will  find  that  certain  ones  fit  you 
with  more  ease  and  comfort  than  others. 

The  Conversational  Approach 

You  will  steer  conversation  in  a  certain  direction  so 
that  the  matter  of  faith  may  be  brought  up  as  a  natural 
consequence. 

A  Christian  was  getting  his  shoes  shined.  He  sought 
for  a  way  to  talk  to  the  shine  man  about  his  soul.  At  last 
he  commented,  "You  really  work  hard,  don't  you?" 

"Yes,  sir,  I  do.   Long  and  hard." 

"How  many  days  a  week  do  you  work?"  He  knew 
that  this  would  bring  up  the  matter  of  the  Lord's  day, 
which  was  the  opening  he  sought. 

"I  work  six  days  a  week." 

"Oh,  then  you  do  get  to  go  to  church  on  Sunday  for 
spiritual  refreshing,  strength,  and  help  for  a  new  week?" 

"No,  sir.   I  should — but  I  don't." 
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The  personal  worker  testified  to  what  Christ  meant 
in  his  own  life  and  talked  with  this  man  about  Christ. 
He  discovered  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  minister.  He 
could  go  no  further,  but  secured  the  promise  of  that  man, 
who  was  hungry  for  Christ,  to  start  back  to  church  the 
next  Sunday  and  to  give  serious  consideration  to  his 
spiritual  need. 

The  Situation  Approach 

While  you  will  want  to  use  prayerful  tact  and  care, 
the  crisis  situations  of  life  will  frequently  give  you  an 
opportunity  of  talking  about  your  Christ.  Approaching 
marriage,  dedication  of  a  new  home  (a  practice  one  wishes 
all  Christians  would  start) ,  birth  of  a  child,  tragedy,  dan- 
ger, bereavement  may  each  afford  one  a  chance  to  tell 
others  how  interested  Christ  is  in  them,  their  victory,  or 
need.  Life's  joyous  hours  are  often  more  opportune  than 
times  of  sorrow. 

The  Immediate  Approach 

In  this  you  will  come  immediately  to  the  point  with- 
out waiting  for  developments.  You  will  seldom  use  this 
method  at  first.  Experience,  an  increasing  sense  of  the 
Spirit's  direction,  and  the  developing  awareness  of  the 
hunger  of  hearts  will  eventually  lead  you  to  a  more  and 
more  frequent  use  of  this  approach. 

The  truth  of  some  very  good  stories  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  you  will  almost  never  be  blunt  in  this 
immediate  approach.  The  shock  treatment  makes  a  good 
story  when  it  works,  but  the  stories  are  few — which  is 
commentary  enough. 

As  a  rule,  there  will  have  been  some  background  of 
contact  to  give  reason  for  the  immediate  approach. 

A  Christian  man  took  an  evangelist  to  the  home  of 
a  woman  who  needed  spiritual  help.  She  had  been  in 
church  only  about  three  times  in  many  years.  Just  two 
weeks  before  this  visit  he  had  gone  to  the  home  to  talk 
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with  her  about  becoming  a  Christian,  but  she  was  away 
from  home.  When  she  came  to  the  door  on  this  day,  she 
was  introduced  to  the  evangehst,  then  greeted  by  these 
words,  "About  two  weeks  ago  I  came  to  talk  to  you  about 
giving  your  heart  to  Christ,  but  you  were  not  home.  I 
told  our  evangelist  I  felt  that  you  were  hungry  for  spirit- 
ual help,  even  though  you  are  not  attending  church.  We 
have  come  to  talk  with  you  about  this  matter  today." 

They  then  were  invited  in,  and  within  a  very  short 
time  this  lady  surrendered  to  Christ  and  within  a  few 
weeks  became  a  member  of  that  local  church. 

The  background  making  possible  the  immediate  ap- 
proach on  this  occasion  was  the  unsuccessful  call  made 
two  weeks  previously. 

The  Unexpected  Approach 

More  accurately,  this  would  not  be  called  an  ap- 
proach, but  rather  a  response  to  an  unexpected  oppor- 
tunity. Something  is  said,  or  happens,  to  give  you  an 
opportunity  to  speak  to  a  person  about  Christ  even  when 
you  had  not  intended  to  do  so. 

When  the  woman  at  the  well  introduced  the  matter 
of  Jews'  not  speaking  to  Samaritans,  she  gave  the  Master 
such  an  opportunity.  If  you  can  learn  to  recognize  and 
use  these  unexpected  opportunities,  you  will  find  your 
chances  for  personal  evangelism  greatly  increased. 
Through  similar  opportunities  you  have  your  most  ef- 
fective approach  to  strangers  or  chance  acquaintances. 

A  man  was  eating  at  the  counter  of  a  restaurant. 
While  waiting  for  service,  he  was  looking  at  a  notebook. 
A  man  next  to  him  asked,  "Are  you  a  lawyer?" 

"No,  sir." 

"Are  you  a  doctor?" 

"No,  sir." 

"You  are  a  professional  man,  but  I  can't  tell  of  what 
profession." 
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"Well,  some  hesitate  to  classify  it  as  a  profession — 
but  I  am  a  minister." 

From  that  start  this  minister  talked  to  this  man  (who 
turned  out  to  be  the  manager  of  a  dance  hall)  about 
Christ. 

From  a  background  of  great  disillusionment,  the 
man  was  hungry  for  something  real  and  meaningful. 
While  he  did  not  yield  to  Christ  that  day,  he  did  come 
face  to  face  with  his  real  need,  admitted  that  need,  and 
promised  to  consider  the  question  very  seriously. 

Such  unexj>ected  opportunities  abound — if  we  but 
have  eyes  to  see  and  ears  to  hear. 

Think  on  These  Things 

1.  How  many  areas  of  contact  can  you  think  of  where 
you  might  witness? 

2.  What  are  the  two  basic  rules  that  you  must  not 
violate  in  dealing  with  others? 

3.  Think  of  specific  cases  where  you  could  have  used 
each  of  the  opening  approaches  in  witnessing. 

4.  What  things  should  you  seek  to  learn  more  and 
more  as  you  grow  in  experience  as  a  witness? 

5.  Have  you  witnessed  to  someone  in  the  last  month? 
When  will  you  next  try  to  witness  to  someone? 


76 


Chapter  V 

Witnessing  to  Win 

Almost  thou  persiiadest  me  to  he  a  Christian  (Acts 
26:28). 

Two  men,  at  the  request  of  another  person,  called 
on  a  man  who  was  ill  with  a  lingering  disease.  Neither 
of  them  knew  him.  As  they  talked  to  him  about  Christ 
he  told  how  others,  even  ministers,  had  called.  Some 
had  spoken  to  him  of  his  need.  One  had  offered  to  have 
an  ambulance  take  him  to  church  so  he  could  be  bap- 
tized, and  thus  be  a  Christian. 

He  wanted  to  be  a  Christian,  but  none  of  this  had 
taken  hold  of  him.  He  asked  the  men  to  remember  to 
pray  for  him. 

One  of  the  men  said,  "But  why  remember  to  pray? 
Why  not  right  now?  No  need  to  put  it  off!"  He  opened 
God's  Word  and  explained  to  the  man  the  simple  steps 
of  how  to  become  a  Christian  now. 

Then  they  prayed.  The  personal  worker  prayed  some- 
thing like  this:  "He  is  coming  to  Thee  now,  Lord;  con- 
fessing his  sins  now;  forsaking  his  sins  now;  trusting  Thee 
now  .  .  ." 

The  man  caught  it,  and  said,  "Yes,  Lord!  Now — 
now!"    And  he  found  forgiveness. 

How  Shall  I  Proceed  After  the  Approach? 

Learning  how  to  carry  on  after  one  is  "almost  per- 
suaded" is  of  very  great  importance.  In  fact,  you  must 
learn  how  to  proceed  once  you  have  asked  that  difficult 
first  question. 

Your  procedure  will  vary  with  the  respxDnse  to  the 
approach,  the  need,  and  the  circumstances  or  problems 
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of  the  p>erson  with  whom  you  talk.  For  that  reason  you 
will  avoid  rules  of  action,  but  will  be  guided  instead  by 
basic  principles. 

On  Asking  the  Question 

One  person  has  found  that  for  him  a  simple  question 
approach  is  his  best  method.  When  he  is  trying  to  bring 
a  conversation  to  the  purp>ose  at  hand,  he  usually  asks 
ver>'  simply,  "Mr. .  are  you  a  Christian?" 

The  almost  universal  ad\ice  is  against  asking  that 
question.  Several  reasons  are  given.  One  is  that  the  term 
Christian  has  become  so  broad  in  usage  that  many  "wiW 
give  an  affirmative  answer  merely  because  of  the  countn,' 
they  hve  in  or  because  they  were  reared  in  a  Christian 
home.  Another  reason  for  the  ad\ice  is  that  it  is  too  easy 
for  one  to  duck  under  its  broad  umbrella  and  say  he  is  a 
Christian,  when  a  question  not  so  general  would  remove 
the  umbrella  and  force  a  specific  answer. 

There  is  doubtless  some  good  reasoning  in  such  ad- 
\ice.  Still,  the  p>erson  mentioned  has  found  that  this  ver>' 
question  fits  him  better  and  has  given  him  his  most 
natural  approach  and  best  results.  Part  of  the  reason 
may  be  that  he  is  persuaded  that  no  one  ever  becomes 
a  Christian,  an\'^vay.  except  the  person  who  honestly 
wants  to.  Thus,  tricks  and  techniques  designed  to  catch 
one  off  guard  or  take  him  unawares  in  a  clever  approach 
have  little  part  in  a  matter  of  such  eternal  importance. 

When  the  Answer  Is,  "Yes'' 

If  one  says  he  is  a  Christian  but  the  personal  worker 
has  some  reason  to  feel  that  a  spiritual  need  exists  and 
the  answer  has  been  evasive,  he  simply  replies.  "That 
is  wonderful.  There  is  no  peace  in  the  world  like  know- 
ing, right  this  moment,  that  ever>'  sin  is  forgiven  and 
that  there  is  nothing  between  your  soul  and  the  Saviour. 
Do  you  know  that  right  now?" 

If  the  person  gives  another  "yes"  answer,  that  is  the 
end  of  it. 
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You  are  not  commissioned  as  a  judge.  If  he  is  un- 
truthful or  insincere,  he  is  in  no  position  to  surrender  to 
Christ.  If  by  clever  argument  or  technique  you  prove 
him  wrong,  you  will  not  have  won  him  to  Christ  and 
may  forever  have  canceled  further  opportunities  of  in- 
fluence with  him.  Your  testimony  of  how  wonderful  it 
is  to  have  an  up-to-date  experience  can  be  used  of  God 
in  the  long  days  ahead  to  convict  him  of  spiritual  need. 
He,  as  Judge,  makes  no  mistakes! 

1.  Response 

You  will  discover,  however,  that  this  positive  testi- 
mony, followed  by  that  second  question,  will  usually  bring 
a  more  thoughtful  and  honest  answer.  Very  frequently 
it  will  be  something  like  this,  "Well,  I  realize  that  I  have 
a  lot  of  room  for  improvement.  I  know  I  do  some  things 
I  should  not,  and  perhaps  am  careless.  I  don't  know  that 
I  would  say  there  is  nothing  between  my  soul  and  Christ, 
but  I  do  know  that  I  became  a  Christian  many  years  ago." 

2.  Reply 

"It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  remember  the  time  you 
gave  your  heart  to  Christ.  But,  you  know,  it  is  more 
important  for  you  now  to  be  able  to  have  a  confidence  that 
all  is  well  this  moment.  You  don't  have  to  go  on  in  defeat 
and  with  questions.  Our  Christ  wants  us  to  live  for  Him 
and  have  daily  fellowship  with  Him.  When  that  is  miss- 
ing, nothing  else  matters.  Don't  you  feel  a  hunger  in  your 
heart  to  have  an  experience  that  is  vital  and  meaningful 
right  now?" 

More  times  than  you  think,  there  will  be  an  affirma- 
tive answer,  and  there  can  be  an  immediate  time  of 
prayer  and  victory. 

3.  Reason 

This  is  not  just  tlioory.  A  very  similar  procedure  has 
been  followed  over  and  over  again  with  similar  answers, 
responses,  and  victories.    Such  a  procedure  lets  a  person 

79 


search  his  own  heart,  under  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  proof 
or  accusation  from  you.  Another  course  may  prove  your 
point  but  lose  the  person.  You  are  interested  in  the  per- 
son. 

When  the  Answer  Is,  "No" 

When  you  ask,  "Are  you  a  Christian?"  and  the  an- 
swer is,  "No,"  you  may  find  that  the  best  procedure  is 
to  ask  another  question,  "Have  you  ever  been  a  Chris- 
tian?" It  is  a  good  question,  even  if  you  already  know 
the  answer.  There  are  several  answers  to  that  question. 
Your  procedure  may  be  very  much  the  same  regardless 
of  the  answer. 

1.  If  the  person  indicates  that  he  once  was  a  Chris- 
tian, you  can  continue,  "Then  you  know  something  of  the 
peace  and  joy  from  knowing  that  all  is  well  between 
your  heart  and  God  and  between  you  and  your  feUow 
man.  You  did  not  find  the  Christian  way  always  easy, 
just  as  none  of  us  do,  but  there  were  a  Presence  and  a 
peace  better  than  anything  you  have  known  since.  Is  that 
not  true?" 

Almost  invaribly  the  answer  will  be,  "Yes." 
"Tell  me  something.  Let  us  forget  circumstances  or 
reasons  to  the  contrary.  Tell  me — down  deep  in  your 
heart,  where  perhaps  no  person  has  ever  looked  except 
you  and  the  Lord,  down  beneath  all  other  feelings  and 
conditions,  would  you  not  like  to  be  a  real  Christian  again 
and  know  again  today  that  all  is  well  with  your  soul?" 

When  your  questioning  is  kind,  and  there  is  a  real 
concern  for  this  person  manifested  in  your  manner,  you 
will  be  amazed  at  the  high  percentage  of  people  who  will 
admit  such  a  hunger  and  desire.  Again,  this  could  be  il- 
lustrated by  numerous  stories,  for  it  is  not  a  theoretical 
procedure  but  one  that  the  Lord  has  honored  a  great 
many  times. 

2.  If,  to  the  second  question,  a  person  says  he  has 
never  been  a  Christian  your  procedure  will  be  very  simi- 
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lar.  "Then  you  do  not  know  from  experience  the  peace 
and  contentment  and  well-being  that  come  from  knowing 
all  is  well  between  you  and  God.  I  could  not  adequately 
describe  it,  for  one  cannot  understand  until  he  experi- 
ences it.  Now  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  that  the  Christian 
life  is  a  picnic  and  that  it  is  always  easy,  for  it  is  not. 
Far  from  it!  But  through  it  all,  there  is  the  presence  of 
God  so  real  in  your  life  that  you  have  an  undergirding 
strength  and  contentment  which  give  a  purpose  and  mean- 
ing to  life.  Tell  me,  deep  down  in  your  heart  .  .  ."  From 
this  point  the  question  is  about  the  same,  and  the  response 
will  be  about  the  same. 

None  of  this  is  offered  as  precise  procedure  with  exact 
words.  These  exact  words  probably  have  never  been 
used,  but  the  basic  procedure  and  idea,  with  the  natural 
variation  of  words,  have  been  used  repeatedly.  You  will 
find  your  own  best  way  of  following  them  on  this  basic 
principle. 

You  will  notice  that  at  no  time  do  you  cast  yourself 
in  the  role  of  a  judge,  accuser,  prosecutor,  antagonist, 
or  braggart.  You  are  a  witness,  with  a  soul  concern  for 
a  person  in  need,  refusing  to  do  anything  that  would  de- 
stroy this  person's  sense  of  individual  worth  or  right  of 
deliberate  personal  decision,  even  if  the  decision  is  not 
what  you  want. 

As  you  have  already  seen  from  the  fifteen  basic  scrip- 
tures you  are  memorizing,  in  seeking  to  win  a  person  to 
Christ  you  seek  to  do  five  things: 

1.  Show  him  his  need  of  Christ. 

2.  Show  him  that  he  cannot  save  himself. 

3.  Show  him  that  Christ,  through  death,  has  pro- 
vided for  his  salvation. 

4.  Show  him  the  simple  conditions  to  be  met  to  be 
saved. 

5.  Show  him  a  basis  for  faith. 
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Using  the  Steps 

This  does  not  mean  that  in  each  case  you  will  plod 
through  an  explanation  of  these  steps  using  all  of  the 
fifteen  scriptures.  The  background  of  some  will  be  such 
that  you  will  not  try  to  follow  the  steps  in  sequence  at 
all.  Each  person  must  admit  that  he  has  a  need  of  Christ 
before  he  will  do  anything  about  coming  to  Christ.  He 
may  already  be  well  aware  that  he  cannot  save  himself, 
know  that  Christ  died  for  him,  and  even  know  the  con- 
ditions to  be  met.  Such  a  person  needs  only  to  be  brought 
to  a  position  of  acting  now. 

The  five  steps,  in  detail,  will  probably  be  explained 
only  to  the  person  whose  lack  of  background  and  train- 
ing in  God's  Word  leaves  him  without  knowledge  of  what 
to  do.  Even  then,  you  will  probably  use  just  one  verse 
of  scripture  under  each  point.  The  other  scriptures  will 
be  used  later,  if  necessary,  to  answer  questions,  deepen 
conviction,  or  further  persuade  to  action.  In  some  cases 
only  one  of  the  steps  will  be  the  source  of  question  or 
trouble.  Your  scriptures  will  help  you  to  give  guidance 
at  that  point. 

As  you  will  not  expect  to  win  every  person  with 
whom  you  deal,  neither  will  you  expect  that  your 
procedure,  with  all  cases,  will  be  equally  easy,  simple, 
or  move  along  the  same  lines.  In  time  you  will  face  many 
questions  and  problems.  Testimony  and  advice  will  not 
be  enough.  The  answers  and  guidance  must  find  a  basis 
in  God's  Word.  For  that  reason,  you  will  want  to  add 
constantly  to  your  basic  list  of  scriptures  to  be  used  in 
personal  evangelism  and  learn  how  to  use  them. 

Using  the  Scriptures 

Occasionally  you  will  meet  those  who  cannot  seem 
to  understand  the  matter  of  confession  and  repentance, 
or  they  will  feel  that  they  have  never  done  anything 
bad.   It  will  not  be  necessary  to  try  to  convince  them  that 


they  are  had,  but  rather  that  any  sin  against  God  brings 
guilt. 

1.  Use  the  scripture  that  jits  the  situation. 

A  personal  worker  was  trying  to  explain  to  a  fine 
young  couple  how  they  could  be  saved.  Both  had  ad- 
mitted need  and  had  confessed  to  a  spiritual  hunger. 
When  the  personal  worker  explained  that  they  must 
repent  of  their  sins  and  be  sorry  enough  to  turn  from 
them,  the  husband  said,  "I  can  see  that  for  me,  but  my 
wife  has  always  been  a  good  person,  and  she  has  nothing 
to  repent  of."    It  was  an  utterly  sincere  statement. 

The  personal  worker  replied,  "One  need  not  have 
been  a  person  deeply  buried  in  iniquity  to  be  a  sinner, 
for  God  declares  in  Romans  3:23,  'All  have  sinned,  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.'  I  have.  You  have.  I 
am  sure  that  your  wife  can  think  even  now  of  many 
times  when  she  has  gone  contrary  to  what  she  knew  was 
right." 

The  wife  quickly  agreed.  That  evening  she  gave 
her  heart  to  Christ.  It  was  two  weeks  before  her  husband 
found  victory. 

2.  Use  as  viany  as  necessary  for  clarity. 

A  Christian  was  talking  with  a  middle-aged  couple 
in  their  home.  This  couple  had  been  to  that  local  church 
just  once  and  that  was  only  the  previous  Sunday.  They 
had  but  slight  church  background  of  any  kind.  The  en- 
tire terminology  of  salvation  was  new  to  them.  Such 
words  as  confess,  repent,  and  believe  had  no  meaning 
for  them  in  a  religious  sense. 

The  Christian  sat  with  them  with  open  Bible.  He 
explained  to  them  the  way  of  salvation  as  simply  as  he 
would  have  to  a  jimior  boy.  (That  is  the  best  explanation 
for  young  and  old  alike.)  As  he  explained  each  step, 
he  would  turn  in  his  Bible  to  the  appropriate  scripture. 
"You  say  that  you  know  something  is  wrong  and  lacking 
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in  your  life.  Now  the  thing  that  is  wrong  is  that  you  have 
sinned  against  God,  and  thus  are  guilty  and  under  con- 
demnation because  of  that  sin.  What  you  feel  is  true,  or 
has  been  true,  of  ever>*  person  who  ever  hved.  God  says 
in  Romans  3:23  that  *all  have  sinned,  and  come  short 
of  the  glor>'  of  God.'  The  result  of  sin  is  spiritual  death — 
separation  from  God.  God  tells  us,  right  here  in  Romans 
6:23,  'The  wages  of  sin  is  death.' 

**There  was  nothing  man  could  do  to  save  himself 
from  this  penalty,  and  there  is  no  way  for  you  to  save 
yourself  now.  Over  here  in  Ephesians,  the  second  chapter, 
verses  eight  and  nine,  we  see  that  we  are  saved  by  God's 
free  gift  of  grace,  and  not  by  any  works  that  we  can  do. 

"The  reason  God  can  forgive  our  sins  and  save  us 
from  eternal  death  is  because  God  gave  His  only  Son 
to  die  and  pay  the  price  for  us.  You  are  acquainted  with 
the  scripture  which  tells  you  of  that  great  love  here  in 
John  3:16. 

"What  you  are  interested  in  today  is  knowing  the 
conditions  you  must  meet — now — to  find  that  forgive- 
ness and  know  God's  peace  in  your  hearts.  I  am  glad 
to  teU  you  that  the  conditions  are  very  simple,  but  you 
must  be  sincere  in  taking  them.  You  realize  already 
that  you  have  sinned  against  God.  Now  you  must  admit 
to  the  Lord  that  you  are  a  sinner.  That  is  what  the  Bible 
means  here  in  I  John  1:9  when  it  says,  'If  we  confess  our 
sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins.' 

"Not  only  do  you  know  you  are  a  sinner  but  you 
want  to  be  a  different  person  now  and  live  the  right  kind 
of  life.  So  you  must  turn  your  back  on  your  ways  of 
sin  and  forsake  them  as  you  come  to  the  Lord.  The 
prophet  Isaiah,  back  here  in  the  fifty-fifth  chapter  and 
seventh  verse,  made  this  very  clear.  We  read,  'Let  the 
wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts:  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
have    mercy    upon   him;    and    to   our   God,    for   he   will 
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abundantly  pardon.'  You  would  be  willing  to  do  this  if 
the  Lord  would  forgive  you,  wouldn't  you?" 

They  both  nodded  agreement. 

"As  you  do  these  things,  you  must  simply  trust  the 
Lord  to  keep  His  promise  to  forgive  and  abundantly 
pardon.  You  can  believe  it  not  only  because  it  is  the 
Word  of  the  Lord,  but  He  gives  you  this  added  personal 
assurance  here  in  John  6:37,  'Him  that  cometh  to  me  I 
will  in  no  wise  cast  out.'  This  is  the  way — the  only 
way." 

There  were  a  few  questions  which  called  for  referring 
to  some  scriptures  already  used,  as  well  as  using  some 
of  the  other  basic  scriptures. 

Finally  the  personal  worker  asked  the  woman, 
"Wouldn't  you  like  to  give  your  heart  to  Christ  and  from 
this  day  on  be  a  Christian  woman?" 

Her  answer  was  simple  and  calm,  but  with  a  voice 
of  complete  readiness,  "Yes,  I  really  would." 

Then  he  turned  to  the  husband.  "Wouldn't  you  like 
to  be  a  real  Christian  man?" 

His  answer  was  choked  but  firm,  "If  my  wife  is 
going  to  be  a  Christian,  I  am  too." 

They  got  on  their  knees.  It  was  one  of  those  hal- 
lowed times  when  God  was  present,  when  the  approach 
of  sinners  to  the  Redeemer  was  so  simple,  sincere,  and 
ready  that  prayer  was  uttered  in  a  quiet  earnestness. 
There  did  not  seem  to  be  the  slightest  hesitation  to  take 
every  step.  It  did  not  seem  to  even  occur  to  them  that 
they  should  withhold  their  complete  trust  of  God,  even 
for  a  moment.  So  faith  was  easy.  Victory  for  both  of 
them  came  readily.  (You  will  note  that  all  five  steps 
were  followed  in  this  case — plus  the  all-important  step 
of  saying,  "Act  now!") 

When  Men  Have  Lost  Hope 

In  extreme  contrast  to  the  person  who  may  feel  he 
has  never  done  anything  ver>'  wrong,  you  will  find  others 
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who  feel  that  they  are  so  very  bad  there  is  no  hope  for 
them. 

After  a  Christian  had  told  of  the  wonderful  mercy 
and  love  he  had  found  in  Christ,  a  man  said,  "I  wish  I 
could  feel  that  those  promises  were  intended  for  me  and 
that  I  had  lived  so  that  I  could  have  hope  of  an  experience 
like  that." 

"Why  do  you  feel  this  does  not  apply  to  you?" 

"Because  I  have  lived  such  an  awful  life."  Then 
followed  the  story  of  a  wasted  life,  of  very  deep  sin,  and 
a  dark  past.  It  was  easy  enough  to  see  why  this  man 
despaired  of  things  ever  being  changed. 

"I  know  how  you  feel.  Even  the  great  Apostle  Paul 
felt  that  way,  for  we  read  here  in  I  Timothy  1:15,  'This 
is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners;  of 
whom  I  am  chief.'  But  he  found  forgiveness.  Then  Paul 
declared,  for  the  benefit  of  a  person  just  like  you,  'Who- 
soever shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved'"   (Romans  10:13). 

With  that  assurance,  the  man  gave  his  heart  to  Christ. 
After  that  he  had  a  rather  long  road  of  things  to  make 
right  out  of  his  past  life  but  is  still  today  a  growing 
Christian. 

You  will  very  frequently  find  a  person  who  will  feel 
he  cannot  be  a  Christian,  at  least  not  now,  because  of 
some  habit  from  which  he  cannot  find  release.  With  this 
person  your  procedure  may  be  twofold: 

1.  Help  that  p>erson  see  that  he  does  not  make  him- 
self good  in  order  to  come  to  Christ,  but  he  comes  to 
Christ  that  he  may  find  both  forgiveness  and  help  in 
Him.  One  really  is  not  in  a  position  to  make  further 
decisions  or  to  know  what  he  can  do  until  Christ  lives 
in  his  heart. 

2.  Help  him  to  beheve  that  he  can  find  an  increasing 
strength  through  Christ. 
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A  fine  young  man  insisted  he  would  very  much 
Uke  to  be  a  Christian  but,  telling  of  a  certain  defeating 
habit,  said,  "I  just  can't  quit." 

The  person  talking  with  him  said,  "You  know,  that 
is  a  very  strange  thing  I  For  a  person  to  say  that  is  to  say 
that  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  die  in  his  sins  and  be 
lost  forever.  If  you  can't  quit,  then  your  eternal  destiny 
is  settled.  Not  only  that,  but  I  am  always  surprised  when 
men  tell  me  that  they  cannot  give  up  any  habit.  I  do  not 
mean  that  it  should  be  easy,  hut  since  when  have  men 
asked  for  easy  things?  If  someone  were  to  come  up  and 
accuse  you  of  being  a  coward,  a  weakling  without  spine 
or  courage,  you  would  resent  it,  perhaps  to  the  point  of 
doing  battle.  But  here — no  one  is  accusing  you.  You 
have  thrown  in  the  towel  without  a  battle.  You  are  ac- 
cusing yourself  of  weakness  when  you  say  you  can't  win 
the  battle  over  a  habit  like  that! 

"And  one  more  thing — you  almost  insult  God  when 
you  say  there  is  no  victory  for  you  over  this  habit.  We 
read  in  God's  Word,  'I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
which  strengtheneth  me'  (Philippians  4: 13) .  Of  course 
you  cannot  know  that  assurance  until  Christ  lives  in  your 
heart,  so  that  you  can  speak  from  experience." 

This  young  man  did  not  yield  that  night  but,  to  the 
surprise  of  about  everyone,  he  voluntarily  walked  to  the 
altar  the  next  Sunday  night  and  gave  his  heart  to  Christ. 

There  is  not  much  you  can  do  with  the  indifferent, 
except  to  leave  your  own  witness  and  to  plant  some  seed 
from  God's  Word.  The  Holy  Spirit  will  make  all  the  use 
He  can  of  that.  No  need  to  argue,  and  you  cannot  coax, 
pressure,  or  pull  one  into  the  Kingdom.  No  one  becomes 
a  Christian  except  the  person  who  wants  to.  One  good 
scripture  to  plant  in  such  soil  is  Hebrews  10:28-29. 

The  same  holds  true  for  the  person  who  may  insist 
there  is  too  much  to  give  up,  or  that  the  cost  is  too  high 
for  him  to  become  a  Christian.  You  might  leave  him 
with  the  words  of  Mark  8:  36. 
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How  May  I  Press  for  Action? 

Many  have  brought  a  p>erson  through  all  of  the  steps 
except  the  last  one.  For  some  reason  it  is  difficult  to 
say,  "Let's  do  something  about  this  matter  nowl" 

One  outstanding  Christian  leader  confessed,  "I 
have  tried  to  be  a  witness  aD  of  my  Christian  life.  I  have 
talked  with  many  people  in  many  places,  but  I  have 
never  once,  outside  the  church,  taken  this  last  step  of 
getting  this  person  to  yield  to  Christ  then  and  there." 

Your  purpose  will  be  to  bring  a  person  to  a  place 
of  decision.  You  will  find  that  the  most  natural  way  to 
do  it  will  probably  be  the  best. 

In  their  home  a  couple  had  admitted  both  their  need 
and  their  hunger.  After  some  guidance  from  God's  Word, 
the  personal  worker  said,  "I  am  quite  sure  there  is  no 
place  where  God  would  rather  meet  the  spiritual  need 
of  a  husband  and  wife  than  as  they  pray  together  in  their 
own  home.  Why  don't  we  kneel  here  and  take  care  of 
this  matter  right  now?"   They  did. 

"The  wonderful  thing  is  that  the  Lord  has  not  limited 
the  place  where  you  can  come  to  Him.  He  will  meet 
your  need  right  here  in  this  field  as  readily  as  any  other 
place  in  the  world."  So  two  men  got  on  their  knees  out 
on  the  farm  and  Christ  came. 

A  personal  worker  was  dealing  with  another  man 
in  a  most  unlikely  place.  The  need  had  been  admitted 
and  the  desire  to  become  a  real  Christian  had  been  ex- 
pressed. Still  the  man  said  he  did  not  have  time  to  take 
care  of  it  then.  The  personal  worker  asked,  "But  when 
will  you  ever  have  time  to  take  care  of  the  most  im- 
portant question  you  will  ever  face?  If  not  now — when? 
The  danger  is  that  you  will  never  find  the  right  time." 
So  they  prayed  then — and  another  soul  was  bom  into 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

One  must  not  stop  too  soon  but  he  must  also  learn 
when  to  stop.    Unless  one  admits  his  need  there  is  little 


need  to  go  further.   In  the  discussion  of  how  to  make  the 
approach  there  were  two  primary  questions: 

1.  Are  you  a  Christian? 

2.  Wouldn't  you  like  to  be  a  Christian  now? 

One  person  follows  the  principle  that  unless  he  can 
get  an  affirmative  answer  to  this  second  question  there 
is  no  need  to  press  beyond  that  point. 

If  you  have  brought  the  person  to  a  place  of  decision, 
pray  immediately.  Don't  stall.  Kneel  if  possible.  There 
will  be  times  when  it  will  not  be  possible  or  wise,  for 
one  reason  or  another.  There  is  no  rule,  only  a  preference. 

Two  Christians  called  one  day  to  talk  with  a  woman 
who  had  not  attended  church,  except  rarely,  for  several 
years.  They  stood  in  the  hall  talking  with  her.  It  was 
a  case  of  genuine  need.  That  she  was  carrying  too  many 
burdens  and  cares  was  apparent  in  her  face.  The  personal 
worker  quickly  brought  the  purpose  directly  to  this 
woman.  She  said  she  was  not  a  Christian.  Ho  then  con- 
tinued, "I  know  nothing  about  you  but  I  feel  strangely 
impressed  that  you  are  at  a  place  in  your  life  where  you 
probably  need  God  about  as  much  as  any  person  ever 
did.  You  have  carried  too  heavy  a  load  of  some  kind 
as  far  as  you  can.  You  need  Christ  and  you  need  Him 
now."  She  broke  into  tears  and  agreed  that  he  was 
right. 

Certain  conditions  indicated  that  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  kneel  in  that  hall.  The  personal  worker  said, 
"We  are  going  to  pray  right  here.  I  am  going  to  ask 
God  to  help  you.  While  I  pray,  you  confess  your  need 
to  Christ,  open  up  your  heart,  and  let  Him  come  in." 

So,  standing  in  the  hall,  they  prayed.  Not  loudly, 
but  God  was  there;  and  very  deep  need.  The  Lord  met 
her  need,  and  one  will  seldom  sec  such  a  relieved,  changed 
countenance  in  a  lifetime. 

But  did  she  really  pray  through  under  these  condi- 
tions?   Indeed!    The  subsequent  years  have  proved  it.    It 
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was  six  years  later  that  the  personal  worker  learned  what 
was  back  of  that  burden,  and  had  occasion  to  thank  God 
that  he  had  been  faithful  to  deal  with  her,  even  under 
those  conditions. 

Remember — you  will  want  to  conduct  the  entire  pro- 
cedure with  a  spirit  of  kindliness  and  understanding,  in 
such  a  way  that  if  you  do  not  win  this  person  to  Christ 
you  will  at  least  leave  the  door  open  for  future  attempts. 
You  are  not  interested  in  proving  a  doctrine,  but  in 
winning  a  person  to  Christ.  You  must  let  the  person  see 
that  above  everything  else  you  are  interested  in  him. 

Think  on  These  Things 

1.  Is  giving  your  testimony  always  enough? 

2.  Think  of  some  time  when  you  should  have  gone 
further  than  you  did  in  dealing  with  someone.  Can  you 
think  of  a  time  when  you  went  too  far? 

3.  Why  is  it  important  to  get  a  person  to  admit  his 
need  of  Christ?  Also,  to  admit  that  he  would  like  to  be  a 
Christian? 

4.  Is  a  clear-cut  decision  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  the 
heart,  necessary'  if  one  is  to  become  a  real  Christian? 

5.  How  many  of  the  fifteen  basic  scriptures  can  you 
repeat  now? 
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Chapter  VI 

Of  Power  and  Passion 

Ye  shall  receive  power,  .  .  .  ye  shall  he  witnesses 
(Acts  1:8). 

Compassion 

One  person  who  had  been  convinced  by  God's  Word 
of  a  Christian's  responsibility  to  win  souls  still  was  deep- 
ly disturbed  by  what  he  felt  was  a  lack  of  a  gripping 
compassion  for  souls.  He  felt  if  his  compassion  for  the 
lost  would  become  deep  enough  it  would  then  move  him 
to  action.  He  thought  that  his  fears  and  hesitancy  were 
probably  results  of  not  being  sufficiently  concerned.  He 
sought,  sincerely,  by  strain  and  effort  to  deepen  that  con- 
cern. He  searched  again  through  God's  Word.  Such  scrip- 
tures as  "Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we 
persuade  men  .  .  ."  seemed  to  bring  deeper  conviction  of 
responsibility  but  failed  to  move  to  action. 

He  read  books.  The  difficulty  was  that  the  books 
piled  proof  upon  proof  that  he  should  act,  and  offered 
helpful  techniques,  but  none  of  them  took  him  where 
he  was — already  convinced  of  respK)nsibility,  deeply  de- 
sirous of  doing  something — but  still  fearful,  uncertain, 
always  postponing.  Since  none  of  the  books  considered 
his  fears,  except  from  a  standpoint  of  accusation  and  ex- 
hortation, he  felt  that  he  must  be  the  only  Christian  in 
the  world  afraid  to  talk  to  people  about  Christ. 

His  distress  and  confusion  were  further  complicated 
by  stories  he  read,  or  had  heard,  concerning  a  passion  for 
souls.  Some  of  them  were  so  dramatic  that  they  left  the 
impression  that  if  one  really  believed  in  the  eternal 
destiny  of  man  he  would  almost  crawl   to  men  on   his 

91 


knees  and  warn  them  against  eternal  loss,  and  tell  of  a 
Christ  so  wonderful. 

The  implication  always  seemed  to  be  that  a  genuinely 
concerned  Christian  would  feel  that  way.  Now  he  wanted 
to  feel  something  like  that  but  he  didn't.  And  because 
he  didn't,  he  felt  guilty.   So  he  waited. 

Most  of  all,  he  prayed.  Earnestly,  sometimes  with 
near  desperation,  he  asked  for  a  passion  for  souls.  If  he 
could  but  find  the  answer  he  would  then  almost  auto- 
matically go  after  souls. 

But,  alas!    The  answer  did  not  come. 

Then  one  day  he  got  to  wondering.  He  wondered  if 
a  person  had  to  have  that  kind  of  compassion  before  he 
could  start  as  a  soul  winner.  With  this  question  in  mind 
he  turned  again  to  God's  Word.  As  he  read  the  life  and 
ministry  of  Jesus  he  felt  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
the  prayers  of  Jesus  in  the  interest  of  souls  grew  out  of 
His  work  with  those  people  as  much  as  His  work  sprang 
from  His  prayers.  He  was  already  moving  among  men 
when  we  read  that  He  was  moved  with  compassion. 

Then  he  discovered  that  evidently  the  first  Christians 
did  not  start  from  a  sense  of  great  burden.  Rather,  they 
burst  through  Upper  Room  doors  with  exciting  good 
news  which  must  be  shared.  They  continued  along  this 
line.  As  they  saw  the  hunger,  as  well  as  the  tragic  re- 
jection of  Christ  by  many,  a  burden  and  compassion 
started  taking  hold  of  them.  A  burden  for  the  lost,  which 
carried  them  along  a  path  of  action  ending  in  martyrdom, 
grew  originally  out  of  their  work  with  souls,  rather  than 
their  work  springing  from  the  burden.  After  a  while  the 
two  are  so  intermingled  that  one  finds  it  difficult  to  tell 
what  grows  out  of  what,  but  you  are  looking  at  the  first 
steps.   These  are  the  steps  you  are  getting  ready  to  take. 

At  last  this  person  said  to  himself,  All  right!  I  may 
not  have  the  deep  concern  I  should  like  to  have  but  I 
do  want  to  see  people  won  to  Christ.  If  I  don't  have  all 
I  want,  I  will  at  least  start  with  what  I  have.    Perhaps 
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I  too  will  find  that  a  more  moving  compassion  will  grow 
in  the  field  of  action  instead  of  from  the  side  lines. 

He  prayed  about  his  decision  and  asked  for  Christ's 
help.  Sure  enough!  It  was  not  long,  after  dealing  with 
only  a  few  persons,  that  there  started  the  development 
of  concern  such  as  he  never  before  had  experienced. 

Go  Down  Toward  Gaza 

You  will  find  it  that  way  also.  How  often  we  join 
in  singing: 

"Lord,  lay  some  soul  upon  my  heart, 

And  love  that  soul  thro'  me; 
And  may  I  nobly  do  my  part 

To  win  that  soul  to  Thee"!* 

But  nothing  happens.  No  vision  of  a  lost  soul  fol- 
lows. No  subsequent  burden  for  a  soul  that  moves  us 
to  action.  Why?  Could  it  be  that  the  Lord  knows  it 
would  be  useless  to  lay  some  soul  on  our  hearts;  that 
we,  as  usual,  would  do  nothing  about  it? 

Look  at  it  for  a  moment  from  the  way  the  Lord  would 
probably  look  at  it.  Suppose  there  is  a  certain  person 
deeply  in  need  of  spiritual  help  and  hungry  for  God, 
without  understanding  his  hunger.  This  person  does  not 
go  to  church  and  the  only  hope  of  helping  him  is  to  get 
a  concerned  Christian  to  go  to  hivi.  The  Lord  must  find 
someone  on  whom  to  lay  that  soul,  through  whom  He 
can  love  that  soul  in  the  hope  of  winning  him.  Where  is 
the  Lord  most  likely  to  turn  to  find  such  a  person?  To 
someone  who  is  not  now  trying  to  win  souls?  Scarcely! 
His  only  hope  is  to  find  some  Philip  who  is  already  trying 
to  win  souls.  If  He  can  find  such  a  one  He  can  direct 
him  to  this  hungry  heart.  While  others  sing  their  choruses, 
awaiting  a  burden  or  vision  to  move  them  to  action,  the 
Lord  passes  them  by,  walks  into  the  field,  and  lays  the 
burden  on  the  heart  of  one  already  busy  in  the  harvest. 

•Copyright,  The  Evangelical  Alliance  Mlfwlon.   Used  by  permission. 
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The  Climate  of  Compassion 

Paul's  great  cry  of  compassion  did  not  send  him 
into  the  jield.  It  came  from  his  heart  as  he  was  working 
in  the  field.   A  poet  has  pictured  it  this  way. 

Then  with  a  rush  the  intolerable  craving 
Shivers  through  me  like  a  trumpet  call, 

Oh,  to  save  these!  To  perish  for  their  saving, 
Die  for  their  life,  he  offered  for  them  all* 

Such  a  cry  came,  not  from  one  on  the  side  lines, 
wistfully  gazing  and  waiting.  It  came  from  the  field  of 
battle  where  one  was  actually  giving  himself  for  them 
all. 

How  oft  we  are  reminded  of  the  words  of  John  Knox, 
"Give  me  Scotland  or  I  die"!  Too  often  we  think  that 
from  such  a  soul  cry  he  sprang  into  action.  Not  so!  That 
cry  will  never  come  from  an  idle  soul.  It  comes  only 
from  one  whose  heart  is  already  stained  with  the  sweat 
of  harvest.   It  was  that  way  with  John  Knox. 

We  find  one  of  the  most  gifted  young  men  of  his 
day,  David  Brainerd,  on  his  face  praying  for  the  Ameri- 
can Indians,  fasting  for  them,  living  for  them,  dying  for 
them.  What  concern!  What  self-forgetting  compassion! 
But  where  do  we  find  this  scene  or  from  whence  come 
his  anguished  words?  From  a  closet  where  one  is  wait- 
ing for  something  to  hurl  him  into  Indian  territory? 
Not  at  all!  It  came  from  the  woods  of  the  Indian  country 
where  he  had  been  laboring  to  win  men  to  Christ. 

Almost  imperceptibly  a  genuine  compassion  for  souls 
— the  kind  that  counts — will  grow  in  you  as  you  seek  to 
win  some  to  Christ. 

Do  not  wait  for  it  to  happen  before  you  start.  If  you 
do,  you  will  never  start — you  will  be  waiting  at  the 
end. 

•Acknowledjirment  will  bo  frrantod  whm  author.ship  of  poem  can  be 
determined. 
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There  are  at  least  two  things  you  do  have  which 
should  encourage  you  to  seek  to  win  souls  now. 

1.  A  realization  of  the  lost  state  of  sinners 

You  know  that  they  are  more  than  just  temporarily 
off  the  beam — they  are  lost.  That  may  not  grip  you  as 
much  as  it  should  or  as  much  as  you  should  like,  but  it 
has  taken  hold  of  you  enough  to  give  you  reason  to 
start. 

A  Christian  called  on  a  man  in  the  hospital  who  had 
undergone  surgery.  He  had  been  requested  to  call  on 
this  man  who  had  not  attended  church  for  many  years 
and  did  not  live  in  that  city.  He  talked  with  him  for  a 
few  minutes,  prayed  briefly,  and  started  to  leave.  As  he 
reached  the  door,  the  Lord  seemed  to  say,  ''That  man  is 
more  than  ill;  he  is  lost."  This  Christian  had  been  trying 
for  several  years  to  win  souls  in  personal  evangelism.  The 
Lord  had  given  him  some  wonderful  victories,  and  he 
had  also  failed  many  times.  Even  now  it  was  not  easy 
for  him  to  talk  with  people,  and  he  very  frequently  missed 
good  opportunities. 

On  this  day  he  turned  back  to  the  man  and  asked 
him  if  he  was  a  Christian.  After  some  counsel  from 
God's  Word,  he  was  able  to  lead  the  man  to  Christ. 

If  you  will  remind  yourself  often  of  the  lost  condition 
of  those  who  are  not  Christians,  it  will  help  you  in  per- 
sonal evangelism. 

2.  A  realization  that  in  Jesus  Christ  we  have  the 
balm  in  Gilead  for  sin-wounded  souls 

A  constant  awareness  of  that  should  create  in  us  a 
spirit  of  caring  and  a  spirit  of  sharing.  Why  should  we 
content  ourselves  so  often  with  glib  words  of  human  ad- 
vice to  burdened  hearts  when  in  Christ  we  have  the  full 
answer  to  their  needs? 

A  Christian  brought  a  woman  to  see  another  Chris- 
tian.  There  was  quite  a  tragic  story  wrapped  up  in  this 

95 


W-    She  P-rttd'^and'mS'ated"  troubles  were 

ev  denced  in  a  du  untangle  tne  v 

wanted  advice  on  where  to  sta  ^^^.^^  ^^^ 

As  this  story  was  ^emg  toW^  ^^^        ^^^dence  of  col- 
ly touched  by  the  1°°^  °  ^f ^gth  under  burdens  far 
lapsing  physical  ^^^^^^rtoo  difficult, 
too  heavy  and  problems  far  too  ^,^^^  ^ 

When  the  story  was  ^f  »^^^^^  "     ^^t  know.    But  to 
can  help  with  these  problem    I  ^^  no   ,^  ^^  ^^ 
start  with,  it  seems  to  me  that  yo  ^^^ 

o  battle  this  through  much  further^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  d 

help  than  I  can  give.   If  I  Ja  ^^  assurance  God 

-hr;r:x:^'^^-  -.•  '^  -  --  »^  ""' 

fidence   and   assurance   ^"X  despair  in  her  face.  Short- 
Hope  gradually  drove  a.vay   he  de  P^^^   ^^^^^  chr.t 

ly,  they   prayed  and   she  i  ^^^^^  „f  the  prob 

Through  succeeding  weeks  even  ^^^  ^vi- 

Ye  Shall  Receive  Power 

v,„  u  a  eenuine  Chris- 
You  have  seen  ^hat  anyone  who  .^J^^  ^^  ^^^,  ^ 

li-rreVoTthr^ordSg"  f  O^a.  The  Master  made 

thU  .'S^e  ptn  to^His  followers.  ^^^^^^  ^,,,, 

sun.  He  knew  how  >1^.  ^.^^^'P/  fjf  oTevangelism.  the 
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experiences  they   too  were   not  optimistic   or  conceited 
about  their  abilities. 

Of  Purity  and  Power 

There  were  within  each  of  them  elements  which  dis- 
sipated power  and  rendered  their  influence  largely  in- 
effectual. There  were  individual  weaknesses  which  needed 
strengthening.  They  needed  cleansing  if  they  were  to 
have  the  fullness  of  His  presence.  No  wonder  they 
argued  not  with  His  command  to  tarry  when  coupled  with 
it  was  the  promise  of  power. 

He  who  gives  attention  only  to  the  cleansing  of  the 
heart  misses  a  very  large  part  of  the  message  of  Pente- 
cost. There  is  also  a  power  for  witnessing  and  service — 
a  power  made  possible  by  the  Holy  Spirit  living  in  that 
cleansed  heart,  to  prove  himself  strong  in  spite  of  human 
weaknesses. 

Certainly  you  will  not  question  for  a  moment  the 
work  of  cleansing,  for  this  is  paramount  and  essential 
to  all  else.  But  as  you  read  this  Book  of  the  Acts  of 
Witnessing  Men  you  are  struck  with  this  strange,  new 
power  evidenced  through  their  lives.  Not  a  power  of 
magic  and  mystery,  but  an  ever-present  power  to  accom- 
plish every  task  they  undertook  in  His  name! 

When  they  say.  We  cannot  hut  speak,  you  know  they 
speak  truth,  for  they  did  speak.  Ordinary  men — channels 
of  extraordinary  power! 

We  cannot  read  the  account  without  feeling  a  hunger 
— not  a  hunger  after  power  for  power's  sake,  but  that 
we  too  may  be  used  of  God  for  effective  witnessing. 

Look  at  the  words  of  J.  B.  Phillips,  in  the  preface 
of  his  translation  of  the  Book  of  Acts  (a  translation  every 
Christian  should  read) : 

"It  is  impossible  to  spend  several  months  in  close 
study  of  the  remarkable  short  book,  conventionally  known 
as  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  without  being  profoundly 
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stirred  and,  to  be  honest,  disturbed.  The  reader  is  stirred 
because  he  is  seeing  Christianity,  the  real  thing,  in  action 
for  the  first  time  in  human  history.  The  new-born  church, 
as  vulnerable  as  any  human  child,  having  neither  money, 
influence,  nor  power  in  the  ordinary  sense,  is  setting  forth 
joyfully  and  courageously  to  win  the  pagan  world  for 
God  through  Christ.  The  young  church,  like  all  young 
creatures,  is  appealing  in  its  simplicity  and  single-hearted- 
ness. Here  we  are  seeing  the  church  in  its  first  youth, 
valiant,  and  unspoiled — a  body  of  ordinary  men  and 
women  joined  in  an  unconquerable  fellowship  never  be- 
fore seen  on  this  earth. 

"Yet,  we  cannot  help  feeling  disturbed  as  well  as 
moved,  for  this  surely  is  the  church  as  it  was  meant  to 
be.  It  is  vigorous  and  flexible,  for  these  are  the  days 
before  it  became  fat  and  short  of  breath  through  pros- 
perity, or  muscle-bound  by  over  organization. 

"No  one  can  read  this  book  without  being  convinced 
that  there  is  some  One  here  at  work  besides  mere  human 
beings.  Perhaps  because  of  their  very  simplicity,  perhaps 
because  of  their  readiness  to  believe,  to  obey,  to  give,  to 
suffer,  and  if  need  be  to  die,  the  spirit  of  God  found  what 
surely  He  must  always  be  seeking — a  fellowship  of  men 
and  women  united  in  love  and  faith  that  He  can  work 
in  them  and  through  them  with  the  minimum  of  let  or 
hindrance."* 

There  are  two  things,  at  least,  about  this  movement 
which  are  central  to  our  purpose  and  must  not  be  over- 
looked. 

1.    Simplicity 

Here  were  a  simplicity  and  a  purity  of  method  and 
procedure  never  since  matched. 

God's  basic  method  of  evangelism  is  a  witnessing 
man,  empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  witnessing  men,  in- 

•The  Youna  Church  in  Action,  J.  B.  Phillips.  Macmlllan.    Uwd  by 
permlsalon  of  the  Macmlllan  Company. 
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dwelt  by  His  presence.  Bring  such  witnessing  men  into 
a  co-operative,  crusading  effort,  wisely  directed,  and  you 
will  probably  have  the  Lord's  greatest  possible  thrust  for 
good.  But  bring  all  the  men  you  will  into  a  campaign, 
and  put  into  their  hands  the  brightest  tools;  if  they  are 
not  witnessing  before  you  bring  them  together,  you  may 
hear  men  exclaim,  ''What  a  programr  but  you  will  never 
hear  them  say,  "What  powerr  Activity  will  flame,  while 
unction  fades.  When  the  dynamic  of  the  church  is  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  mechanics  of  the  church,  it  will  ere  long 
stall  from  a  power  shortage. 

Even  prayer — prayer  alone — will  not  meet  this  need. 
Tears  alone  will  not  run  machinery.  Oil  is  required — 
the  oil  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

2.    Spirit 

PhilHps  is  right.  There  is  some  One  at  work  here. 
The  entire  book  is  one  of  the  Spirit  and  spirit.  Both  words 
must  be  used,  for  even  the  translators  of  this  book  find 
themselves  bewildered  as  to  when  to  spell  spirit  with  a 
capital  or  a  small  s.  The  Spirit  of  God  and  the  spirit  of 
man  had  become  one  in  undertaking  the  great  persua- 
sion.  It  must  ever  be  so. 

The  Holy  Spirit  looked  then,  and  looks  now,  for  hu- 
man spirits  through  whom  He  can  manifest  His  power. 
He  follows  the  eradication  of  the  carnal  nature  with  the 
power  of  His  presence.  The  person,  or  church,  which 
stops  short  of  this  has  stopped  short  of  Pentecost  as 
these  Christians  knew  it. 

The  Cleansing  Stream 

Several  years  ago  a  magazine  carried  an  article  about 
a  creek  somewhere  in  the  mountainous  country  of  the 
United  States.  The  country  on  one  side  of  the  creek  had 
ticks,  which  frequently  brought  death  to  men  and  animals 
alike — the  other  side  of  the  creek,  no  ticks.  None  had 
ever  been  found  there.    Just  a  little  creek,  a  few  feet 
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wide  and  not  very  deep — but  what  a  difference  it  made! 
Men  were  searching  for  the  answer.  A  large,  modem 
laboratory  had  been  erected  just  to  work  on  this  problem. 

It  is  something  like  that  in  God's  Word.  One  side  of 
the  creek  an  impotent,  defeated,  milling  band  composed 
of  impotent,  defeated  individuals!  The  other  side,  a  pow- 
erful, joyous,  victorious,  evangelistic  Church  composed 
of  pure,  empowered,  joyous,  victorious,  witnessing  indi- 
viduals! 

What  a  difference!  If  you  will  follow  that  creek  it 
will  lead  you  to  where  it  bubbles  from  an  Upper  Room, 
its  source  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Have  we  been  there?  Has  it  made  that  difference? 
It  is  not  suggested  for  a  moment  that  in  despair  we 
should  give  up  what  we  have,  but  that  we  shall  hear  Him 
calling  us  to  go  a  little  further.  A  great  deal  further!  It 
is  quite  likely  that  unless  we  do  go  further  we  may  go 
back. 

Renewed  Resources 

Perhaps  we  can  at  least  find  a  place  to  tarry  in  the 
fourth  chapter  of  Acts.  Here  this  empowered  Church, 
threatened  with  death  if  they  as  individuals  witnessed 
any  more  for  Christ,  found  a  place  of  prayer  so  deep 
and  so  real  that  there  was  a  fresh  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit — almost  another  Pentecost.  Their  prayer  was  not 
that  they  might  feel  good,  but  simply  took  into  account 
the  fact  that  they  were  told  that  if  they  talked  any  more 
about  Jesus  they  would  be  killed — and  they  asked  for 
God's  help  that  they  might  now  speak  with  boldness. 

The  Divine  Difference 

They  were  threatened  with  death  if  they  did  speak. 
We  are  threatened  with  death — spiritual  death — if  we 
do  not  speak. 

Human  conjecture  and  personal  opinion  must  be  al- 
lowed no  room  in  our  study  of  the  central  work  of  the 
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Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives.  If  we  really  want  to  know  what 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  do  when  He  is  come  to  each  of  us, 
we  must  go  back  to  the  words  of  Christ.  Listen  to  just 
one  such  word  from  our  Master:  "It  is  expedient  for  you 
that  I  go  away;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will 
not  come  unto  you;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto 
you.  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world 
of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment"  (John 
16:7-8). 

'*And  when  he  is  come  .  .  ."  What  words  shall  we 
write  here?  What  opinions — what  notions — shall  we  in- 
sert here? 

You  would  insist  that  we  not  write  in  any  of  them. 
Instead  you  will  want  us  to  write  in  the  exact  words  of 
Christ. 

Very  well!  Let  us  write.  When  he  is  come,  he  will 
reprove  the  world  of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  arid  of 
judgment.  Let  us  not  throw  the  context  away  as  we  show 
how  this  is  the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  He 
is  now  everywhere  in  the  world,  convicting  men  of  sin, 
of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment. 

That  is  not  quite  what  Christ  said.  His  words  were 
a  great  deal  more  personal  than  that,  and  brought  with 
them  a  far  greater  responsibility  to  your  heart  and  mine. 
Let  us  read  them  again.  "It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I 
go  away;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not 
come  unto  you;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto  you. 
And  when  he  is  come  [unto  you],  he  will  reprove  the 
world  of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment." 

The  Program  of  Pentecost 

Why  this  new  age  of  the  Spirit,  this  coming  of  the 
Paraclete  to  do  everything  for  us  that  needs  to  be  done, 
when  it  needs  to  be  done,  the  way  it  needs  to  be  done? 
He  is  come  that  through  the  life  and  word  of  cleansed, 
empowered,  witnessing  Christians  those  who  know  not 
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Christ  may  be  convinced  of  sin,  righteousness,  and  judg- 
ment. 

Drop  out  the  witnessing  and  our  claim  to  power  is 
laid  open  to  a  justifiable  charge  of  fraud.  Drop  out  the 
power  to  witness  and  we  leave  out  one  of  the  purpwDses 
of  cleansing  as  seen  in  the  plans  of  Christ.  Drop  out  a 
cleansed,  empowered  witness  and  our  Lord  is  left  without 
His  best  means  of  convicting  lost  men  of  their  need  of 
Christ. 

Search  Me,  O  God 

Does  this  not  drive  us  away  from  a  too  complacent 
claim  of  cleansing,  back  to  the  Upper  Room  to  tarry  yet 
a  while,  so  that  as  we  leave  we  may  know  that  we  have 
His  presence,  His  cleansing  presence,  His  empowering 
presence,  that  we  may  be  witnesses  unto  Him? 

In  his  book  Great  Chapters  of  the  Bible  *  the  late 
G.  Campbell  Morgan  has  a  most  moving  treatment  of  the 
second  chapter  of  Acts.  His  observations  are  penetrating, 
interesting,  and  noteworthy.  He  concludes  with  these 
words: 

"As  we  ponder  this  chapter,  inevitably  the  question 
arises  as  to  how  it  impresses  us.  What  are  we  inclined 
to  say  as  we  read  it?  The  first  answer  to  that  will  be 
that  we  feel  its  wonder  and  its  glory.  That  being  so,  is 
it  possible  to  ponder  the  chapter  without  finding  that  it 
produces  within  us  a  sense  of  loss  somewhere?  And  fur- 
ther, out  of  that  sense  of  loss,  does  there  not  arise  within 
us  a  desire  for  something  approximating  to  that  which 
is  here  revealed? 

"What  is  lacking?  We  hear  no  sound  of  a  mighty 
rushing  wind.  We  do  not  need  to.  We  have  seen  no  fire 
parting  asunder  and  sitting  upon  Christian  assemblies. 
It  is  quite  unnecessary  that  we  do.  These  things  are 
transient. 

•Great  ChajateTg  of  the  Bible,  G    Campbell  Morgan.    Copyright  Fleming 
H.  Revell.    Usee  by  pennission. 
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"That  which  is  permanent  is  the  fullness  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  children  of  God.  If 
there  be  any  lack,  it  is  found  in  us:  in  some  reserve  which 
we  practice,  some  holding  back  from  complete  surrender. 
At  that  point  our  general  meditation  must  cease,  and  its 
appHcation  be  made  in  the  secret  place,  and  in  the  con- 
scious presence  of  God." 

I  have  long  been  unhappy  with  his  closing  words. 
It  has  seemed  to  me,  since  I  first  read  it,  that  the  last 
sentence  does  not  do  justice  to  the  rest  of  his  conclusion. 
So  great  a  man  could  have  had — should  have  had — more 
specific  words  for  those  who  would  hunger  and  thirst 
after  this  sanctifying  presence. 

And  yet,  I  wonder  if  that  is  not  precisely  where  we 
find  ourselves  now — both  of  us — needing  to  go  alone  to 
the  secret  place,  into  the  presence  of  the  Most  High  God, 
to  search  our  hearts,  that  having  tarried  we  may  come 
again  from  our  upper  room — to  be  His  witnesses. 

Think  on  These  Things 

1.  What  is  your  concept  of  compassion?  What  are 
some  false  notions  of  compassion? 

2.  How  may  concern  and  compassion  be  cultivated? 

3.  What  did  the  experience  found  at  Pentecost  mean 
in  the  subsequent  lives  of  the  early  Christians? 

4.  Do  you  have  this  experience?  What  does  it  mean 
in  your  life? 
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